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AL MANILA 


ROLE OF YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS IN COMBATTING SOCIAL ILLS 
Tirana ZERL | RINISE in Albanian 24 Dee 80 p | 


[Nditortal: “Let Us Further Ralee the Role of the Youth Organisations tn Dealing 
With Soctal Probleme") 


{Text} The further deepening of the soctaliat revolution requires alao the fur- 

ther increase of the active role of the youth and of ite flighting organiaation, the 
Union of Working Youth, in all the fields of endeavor and of social activity, The 
struggle againet alien manifestationa in the soctal fleld, againat both liberal 

and conservative manifestations, te a component part of the class atruggle which Le 
waged in our country, Thie le long and uninterrupted atruggle between the Marxiat- 
Leniniat ideology of our party, which le a ruling ideology, and the remnanta and 

the pressure of the foreign bourgeole-revistoniat ideology, Thie atruggle, the party 
reminds us, muet be carried out continuously, without interruption and not through 
campaigns, because any weakening of our work and atruggle results in the regenerat lon 
and in the appearance, in the moat varied forma of allen manifeatationa which harm 
our work and our countinuous march forward, 


In the healthy revolutionary situation and atmosphere which charactertses the entire 
life of our people and youth, there are some diacordant allen manifeatationa which 
become apparent from time to time in the attitude toward work and property, education, 
remnante of old custome, religious bellefe and ao forth, As a whole, these problems 
are aleo discussed, but more time must be found in the life and activity of the youth 
organizations concerning relatione between young males and females, relations in the 
family and of our soctety, to the happiness of our people, to the entire unceasing 
march of our victorious revolution, 


Our youth le characterised by honesty, sincere love of mutual comradeship, by purtty 
in thelr relations with each other, charactertatica which are preserved, atrengthened 
and developed daily, because the youth te educated in the Marxlat@lLeniniat world out} 
look, with the norms of proletarian morality, with the progressive traditions of our 
people, Healthy concepts have been created in our youth regarding the family, regard- 
ing the motives which must lead them toward engagement and marriage, llowever, rela- 
tlone of love and marriage, which constitute a great event in the life of man, are 
connected to many good and bad habits; there extet and are expressed, here and there, 
mistaken, backward, conservative ideas, according to which love ta conatdered some- 
thing shameful, forbidden, immoral and @o forth, At the same time, hourgeola, ideal- 
let, liberal or frivolous attitudes crop up in regard to the question of love and 
marriage, Here and there, engagements planned by third parties take place, reyardlens 





of the “new” peinciples and labele which they apply to them, There are young 

mien and temalea, who for the sake of the patelarchal authority of the tamlly take 
for a wite or husband someone who ta offered them, without Clrat petting to know 
her or him, Wut there are aloo cases when, because of poselpa, young people whi 
are planning tO gel engaged do tel do wo, ad there are some cases of divorce whleh 
result because of hasty engagemente ot mactiages, where the partles do not know each 
other well enough or are dirven aimply by personal interesta, comfort and wo forth, 
The youth organisations must not remaln indifferent toward these type of mantleata- 
tlone which are allen to our soctallat ores lhere are youth organteationa whteh 
maintain such an attitude aly in (afeH wher they are aware ol the problems, lhere- 
fore they must expand the work to dlamantle everything outdated and allen, tmaprove 
their work to affirm everywhere progressive inaovation, to support powerfully thowe 
youtha wh act according to proletarian norma, to act in such a way that relatlons 


in thie tleld conform better to the etate of our soctallat development, at the center 
of which la our new man, 


The tamily playa a great and irreplaceable role in thie matter because Lt in the 
hearth where the young male or female acquires the {iret education, makes the tirnt 
acquaintance with life, Therefore, the family must know how to prepare the children 
for life, to educate them to be brave and ready for everything called for by the 
general interest, and it should not happen as it hae in some cases, when family it~ 
seit becomes an obstacle and awalte the initiative of the yout! when they get ready 
to make important dectsions in life, The positive traditions which our tamily tn- 
heritte during the era of the party, have been further elevated and have been clothed 
with a new, soctaliat content. There ia no problem of our life in which the tantly 
cannot give tte mature help. Nevertheless, the family te not entirely tree of allen 
manifestations of the past, and of the pressure of bourgeols-revisloniat ideology. 
Some familtes, because of patriarchal and conservative mentalities, do not involve 
wirlea in diacusstonsa, allegedly because they are immature, must not act without the 
consent of the family. The youth organizations must atrengthen their activity re- 
garding these queations too, 


The eatruggle of the youth organization must alm to ralee the personality of the 
youths themselves in the family, go that they can act intelligently and maturely 
under all altuattons, and eapectally when it has to do with the solving of the pro- 
ceas of life. They must fight to convince the parents about these problems, in order 
to eliminate every manifestation of arbitrariness, and to secure their help, re- 
garding marriages and other social problema, This, however, ta achieved when these 
probleme are more broadly treated, and fruitful discussions are carried out regarding 
these problema, and when concrete actions are taken by the youth organization, 


Of course, these and other issues cannot be solved tmmediately, because they are con- 
nected to a sertles of factors which must be proven and must be taken Into considera- 
tion in the entire activity of the youth organization, But in the work and its ac- 
tivity for solving social problema, and all other problems, the youth organtzatton, 
under the party leadership, must better cooperate with the women's organization, 

the Democratic Front and the trade unions, ae well ae with the family, because tor 
these probleme each one has ite work front and concrete tasks which derive from 

the same objectives, In the activity of youth organizations, the discussion of vo— 
clal problems must occupy a greater place because these problema pertain to the 
aphere and age of the youth, 
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ALBANIA 


OIL WORKERS' COMMEMORATION--A solemn meeting wae organised on ll February on the 
occasion of the 45th anniversary of the ofl workers’ general atrike in Stalin City, 
an it ta called today, Taking part were former participante in the atrike, war 
veterans, workers, youth and othere, Aleo taking part were Rita Marko, Politburo 
member and chairman of the Central Couneil of Trade Uniona of Albania, and party 
cadre) of Berat District and the Stalin City region. The chairman of the Council 
of Trade Unione for the region apoke on thie occasion, Other activities took 
place. [Tirana Domestic Service in Albanian 1900 GMT 11 Feb 4&1) 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CPCZ LEADERS SPEAK TO DISTRICT CONFERENCES 
Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 16 Feb 81 pp l, 2, 3 


[Unsigned reports on district conferences: "Meaningful and Responsible 
Proceedings at the Conferences of Delegates") 


{Excerpts) Presov 


The report on the activity of the okres party organisation in Presov es- 
tablished that the report period was characterized by the active work of 
the Communists and party organizations, and by their creative struggle for 
the successful fulfillment of the casks of the Sixth Five-Year Plan. 


Comrade Vasil Bilak, a Presidium member and secretary of the CPCZ Central 
Committee, also spoke in the extensive debate. He thanked the Presov Com- 
munists and other workers for their good work. He also called attention 
to the fact that our coming tasks would require more creative effort, bet- 
ter political and educational work, improvement of the quality of manage- 
ment, and a high degree of responsibility and discipline at every work- 
place. 


Comrade Vasil Bilak said that the further successful development of our 
economy was unimaginable without the more effective application of science 
and technology, without consistent intensification of economic integration 
with the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. 


He then spoke about the international situation, particularly about the 
situation in Europe and the dangerous policies of the United States. He 
emphasized that it was not possible to negoitate from a position of power 
with the Soviet Union, the guarantor of social progress and pesce. No im 
perialist attacks aimed at weakening the Soviet Union, at weakening and de- 
stabilizing the socialist community, could succeed. Also the Polish work- 
ing class would finally understand that those who were usurping the right 
to speak in its name were actually advocates of reaction. No one other 
than the Polish United Workers Party, the Communists, could ever be the 
real representatives of the Polish workers. 








The principled peace policy of the Soviet Union, the closed ranks of the so- 
claliat community, and the gaining international communist and national }ib- 
eration movements were guaranties that the process of detente would continue. 
Comrade Vasil Bilak expressed hie conviction chat our party and people were 
contributing, by their selfless work, toward the successful struggle for 
peace and social prog: ess in the world, 


Kosice Suburbs 


Evaluation of the attained resulte and critical assessment of the reserves 
were the characteristic features of the proceedings of the Communists in 
Kosice Suburbs Okres. 


In his contribution to the debate, Comrade Peter Colotka, a member of the 
CPCZ Central Committee Presidium, expressed appreciation to the Communists 
in the okres for the work they performed, as a result of which they were 
able to report further successes. In various areas, however, there were 
problems and shortcomings that had to be critically evaluated, and ways of 
resolving them had to be found. Comrade Colotka praised the results in in- 
dustry, construction and particularly in agriculture that ranks the highest 
in the kraj. He called attention to the high growth rate in farm produc- 
tion, which in the past period was double the growth rate of Slovak agri- 
culture. But at the same time it was necessary to think about the utiliza- 
tion of reserves and the quality of management at individual enterprises. 











The plans to increase the output of bulk fodder and corn, and to better 
utilise meadows and pastures, were pointing in the right direction. Of no 
less importance for industrialized Kosice was the active approach to the 
problems of supplying the population with vegetables, fruit and livestock 
products. 


Concluding his speech, Comrade Colotka emphasized the importance of dedi- 
cated party work, of actively influencing the awareness of the people, and 
of strengthening the party's ties with the workers. 


City of Plzen 


Primarily the securing of “the realization of an extensive program to build 
equipm st for the nuclear power industry"--one of the specific tasks set by 
the 15th party congrese--was in the forefront of attention at the municipal 
conference in Plzen. 


Comrade Kare) Hoffmann, a member of the CPCZ Central Committee Presidiun, 
also spoke in the debate, about certain timely problems of the further de- 
velopment of Plzen, which provides an entire third of the industrial output 
in West Bohemia Kraj}. He emphasized that the importance of the Plzen 
plants, particularly of the Skoda Works, in the national economic plans of 
the republic, and also in the international socialist division of labor, 
would rise further under the new five-year period. He praised the exem- 
plary work initiative of the Plzeen workers, reflected in the pledges 








announced recently to mark the 16th CPCZ Congress and the 26th CPSU Con- 
gress, He pointed out that the economy, together with education, was now 
the main sphere in which the further prospects o”° our society would be 
decided, The further development of socialist ampetition and the use of 
creative work initiative occupied an important place in these efforts. 
Herein lay the still timely and responsible mission of the trade-union or- 
ganizations, of the Communists working in the trade unions. 


Comrade Karel Hoffmann went on to emphasise that care for the social and 
age structure of the party, and for its ideological growth,was a constant 
task for the entire party. He mentioned that 40 percent of the party mem- 
bers were admitted during the past 10 years. In this context he pointed 
out the need of turning to the "Lessons" document as a constantly valid 
source of the party's ideological and action unity, a prerequisite for the 
successful development of the party's ideological work. 


Most 


Most Okres supplies primarily coal and chemicals for our economy. There- 
fore the okres conference devoted close attention to mining, and to the in- 
tensification of chemical operations. 


In his speech Comrade Vaclav Hula, a member of the CPCZ Central Committee 
Presidium, praised the work of the miners and chemical workers who, under 
difficult conditions, were striving to supply the economy with sufficient 
fuel and petrochemicals. Further on he concentrated attention primarily on 
the economic problems and tasks confronting our economy in the current 
five-year period, when the main increases in output must be achieved 
through intensification and higher efficiency. He went on to emphasize: 
“We must not forget the complex raw-material problems in the world and the 
considerable energy-intensity of our industry, where we unquestionably 
still have reserves to reduce consumption. 


“We must consider critically and very demandingly the program for the pro- 
duction, redesigning and increased operational reliability of mining equip- 
ment, in order to eliminate the unfavorable impact on mining, and to alle- 
viate the effect of the difficult geological conditions." 


As Comrade Hula said later on, we cannot expect a sharp increase in petro- 
leum resources. Therefore this raw material will be used preferentially 
for chemical processing. Integration with the Soviet Union and the other 
CEMA countries plays an important role in the better utilization of petro- 
leum. The same attention must be devoted to the living environment as to 
coal mining and the chemical industry. Although a number of programs are 
being prepared, there is room for constant improvement in this field. 


Ceska Lipa 


The report presented to the okres conference established that the economic 
potential of Ceska Lipa Okres showed a pronounced rise in recent years. 











Part.cularly the uranium industry was contributing to the development of a 
modern power industry base, 


Comrade Alois Indra, a mamber of the CPCZ Central Committee Presidium, also 
spoke in the debate. He enphasived: “Tt ls very appropriate that the 
okres conference delegates are devoting close attention to the national 
economy, which is the decisive battlefield for building an advanced social- 
ist society. On it depends the rise of our standard of living, our de- 
fense, and our internationalist contribution to the development of the 
countries comprising the socialist community. We are devoting close at- 
tention to eco; omic problems also because the situation has not been the 
best for several years. Admittedly, we may say that we have succeeded in 
what ‘s the most important. Namely, in that a stagnation or recession 

has not occurred in our economy, that during the Sixth Five-Year Plan we 
achieved further growth under difficult conditions, and that personal and 
public consumption increased further. Some of the original targets, how- 
ever, have not been fulfilled." 


In this context Comrade Alois Indra emphasized the requirement of ». sim. 

efficiency, of the quality of all work, of applying faster the adva 

in science and technology, of utilizing fixed assets and reserves, ana of 
reducing the consumption of materials and energy. He also said that the 

"Set of Measures" required the better setting of all norms, and not only of 

work norms. 


Comrade Alois Indra 4180 gaid: “The people in our country are for the 
most part dedicated. You can work with them if you speak their language. 
Thie is evident, for example, in the development of socialist competition, 
in the socialist pledges made to mark the 16th party congress and the 60th 
anniversary of the CPCZ's foundation. However, we must direct the people's 
creative initiative everywhere to the qualitative indicators, in order to 
achieve the highest possible gains for our society." 


Prague 10 


With the construction of new modern enterprises and scientific-research 
stations, during the past five years the 10th District of Prague becane 
the second most industrialized part of the capital. 


Comrade Antonin Kapek, a member of the CPCZ Central Committee Presidium 
and the leading secretary of the Prague Municipal Party Committee, also 
spoke in the debate. 


He said that today the party demanded primarily ded.cated work of its mem- 
bers, candidates for party membership, and of all honest workers. The 
140,000 Communists in Prague represented a force whose potential was not 
yet fully utilized. He emphasized particularly the political and social 
position of the working class that carried on its shoulders the bulk of 
burden of the tasks for the present and the future. He assured that the 





Prague Municipal Party Committee was devoting constant attention to the 
everyday probleme of the popuiation, particularly to comprehensive housing 
construction, the accelerated completion of civic and technical amenities 
for the settlements, to the quality of municipal mase transport, esapecial~ 
ly of surface transport, to the questions of the living environment, to 
supply, and to the contentment of the residents of the new settlements, 


The conferees pledged to actively carry out and fulfili the demanding 

taske in conjunction with the consistent securing of the “Set of Measures," 
The point ie to achieve high efficiency and quality of all work, to fur- 
ther improve the organisation of production, to raise overall performance, 
to improve our ability to export, and thereby to attain the highest poe- 
sible valuation of a1] resources used as inputs in the production process. 
And last but not least, the Communiete want to exert maximum effort to 
achieve prompt practical application of all the latest advances in science 
and technology, of comprehensive socialist work rationalization and innova- 
tion proposals. 


Prague 6 


The 6th District of Prague is characterized by the largest concentration 
of engineering inetitutes, research inetitutes of the Czechoslovak Academy 
of Sciences, and certain important industrial plants. At their conference, 
the Communiste of tiie district reported their successful results, but at 
the same time they did not conceal the persisting shortcomings in produc- 
tion and in ideological and political work. 


Comrade Josef Kempny, ⸗e member of the Presidium and secretary of the CPCZ 
Central Comm ttee, aleo spoke in the debate. He noted that the point was 
to mutually learn and benefit from experience, and to agree on how to mas- 
ter the taske of the Seventh Five-Year Plan that would follow from the 
conclusions adopted by the 16th cpcz Congress. He reminded the confer- 
ence that even though the external economic conditions were causing con- 
siderable problems for us, they principal cause of the difficulties were 
our domestic shortcomings, as discussed at the 18th session of the CPCZ 
Central Committee. 


He emphasized that a turnaround in the economy's intensification, based on 
the acceleration of acientific and technological progress, was a prerequi- 
site for further successful growth. Aleo in this respect we had to devel- 
op the struggle for the utilization of all reserves and progressive op- 
portunities in science and technology, and for upgrading production. 


Among other things, Comrade Josef Kempny had high praise for the pledges 
made by the research institutes and higher educational institutions, in 
the drive to combine science with production, as announced by the Praque 
Municipal Party Committee. He illustrated this on the example of the 
joint socialist pledge made by the Laboratory Instruments Enterprise (pod- 
nik Laboratorni Pristroje) and the scientific-research stations of the 














6th Dietrict. On the basie of this socialiat pledge, for example, a set 
of inetruments for highly effective liquid chromatography wae tested, a 
mMicroprocessor-equipped data-processing integrator wae desiqned, and the 
prototype of a modern polarographic analyser wae tested, tie praised alee 
the contribution of Wie Ceoecl Toetilute of Teehnology in developing semi- 
conductor components fo: Lie eo callea microelectronics project, and the 
pledge of this school lo promote the industrial applications of lasers. 





Pisek 


The conference in Pisek concluded that consistent elimination of the short- 
comings accompanying the generally favorable development in all areas of 
the sconomic and political life in the okres was a prerequisite for ful- 
fil.ing the targets for 1981 and for the entire Seventh Five-Year Plan. 


Comrade Josef Korcak, a member of the CPCZ Central Committee Presidium, 
was one of the speakers in the extensive debate. He praised the confer- 
ence for pride in the work accomplished, without avoiding frank criticiam 
of the shortcomings. He emphasized that specifically such an approach was 
needed to attain our objectives securely and without failure. He valued 
the fact that the predominantly positive trends in the life of the okres 
did not obscure a realistic view of the situation, because our objectives 
would not remain wishful thinking only if we recognized cur shortcomings 
and mistakes. 


Among other things, Comrade Korcak also called attention to the fact that 
the cause of our present shortcomings lay not only in external influences, 
but primarily in our approach to remedying the shortcomings, and in whether 
we confronted them in due time. In other words, the human factor played 
the principal role here. He reminded the conferees that the key to the 
solution of the problems must therefore be sought primarily in the peo- 
ple, and that for the Communists there followed from thie the requirement 
of a purposeful political approach to education and to the fulfillment of 
the economic tasks. 


The okres CPSL conference in Komarno took place in 4 creative atmosphere, 

in a spirit of demanding criticiem and of the Communists’ efforts to cre- 

ate the best possible conditions for securing the challenging tasks of the 
coming period. 


In the debate Comrade Jozef Lenart, 4 member of the CPCZ Central Committee 
Presidium and first secretary of the CPSL Central Committee, praised the 
results achieved by the Communists and workers of the entire okres, par- 
ticularly their active approach to securing the present challenging tasks. 
He reminded the conferees of Slovakia's increasing contribution to the 
Czechoslovak economy's development. Slovakia's share in the increase of 
output statewide under the Sixth Five-Year Pian was about 16 percent in 
industry, 42 percent in construction, and over © percent in agriculture. 


10 





Comrade Josef Lenart eaid: “It ie encouraging to note that epecifieally 

during the past ten yeare=-under the new party leadership headed by Comrade 
Gustav Husak--significant progress wae made in improving the economy of the 
region where ltungarian fellow citieene are living, in overcoming the lag in 
comparieon with the other regione of our republic, Furthermore, the indue- 
trial technical bawee ie growing here, partioularnly euch modern branches as 
the engineering, electrical engineering and metalworking industries, and a 
number of modern food-induetry planta have been bullt=-meat-processing vom- 


bines, dairies, and sugar factories--that rank among the most important 
ones in Slovakia, 


"Thie industrial equipment base ie providing new job opportunities, the 
ranke of skilled workers are rapidly increasing, and the working clase hae 
become the largest classe within the population etructure, An efficient in- 
telligentela aleo ie increasing, one that hae the will to achieve something. 


"All thie entitles use to say that south blovakia emerged long ago from ite 
backward ess, that it ie an equal part of our estate, and that it le con- 
tributing increasingly toward the prosperity of Slovakia and of our entire 
socialiat fatherland,” 


The adopted resolution provides inetructions on how to multiply the present 
results in the coming period, and on how to apply more flexibly in practice 
the advances in scientific and technological progress, under the conditions 
of implementing the “Set of Measures.” 


Senica 


The report submitted to the okres CPSL conference in Senica evaluated the 
rewulte that the okres achieved during the Sixth Five-Year Plan when in- 
dustrial output increased by nearly 37 percent; and the gross farm output, 
by 186.5 percent. 


Comrade Miloslav Hruskovic, a candidate member of the CPCE Central Commit- 
tee Presidium, was one of the speakers in the debate. He spoke about the 
basic objectives of the party's economic and social policy during the past 
five years, and about the further prospects of the economy's development. 
In conjunction with the practical implementation of the "Set of Measures,” 
he said: “These probleme can be overcome only by people thoroughly con- 
vinoed about the scientific validity, justice and humaneness of the sovcial- 
iet system, by people immensely proud of what has already been achieved in 
the construction of socialiem, and of what will be realized in ite future 
construction, for the benefit of mankind. In other words, by people who 
are truly architects and builders of their own future.” 


Renesov 
Predominantly the questions of party work in agriculture and industry were 


in the forefront of the attention of the delegates to the okres party con- 
ference in Benesov. 











Comade Milos Jakes, 4&4 candidate member of the Presidium and eeoretary of 
the CPCKR Central Committee, wae one of the the extensive debate 
in whieh delegates from all work areas participated, in hie apeech Comrade 
Milow Jakes illustrated on apecific examples from bhenesov Okren the oppor 
tunities to further imrove work for the realleation of the party's eoonomic 
policy. He emphasined thal the malty task wee to achieve at every plant and 
every workplace 4 situation where more producte of good quality were pro- 
duced at lower cost, It would depend on how we were able to utiline the 
entrusted fined assete and the avaliable working time, and to ralee produc 
tivity and lower cosets, ie emphasicod that on thie would depend the fur- 
ther development of the population's Living etamlard, He clted examples 
of lengthy capital construction such ae the Benesov dairy, ete, He placed 
atron”’ emphasia on raising the ehift index, 


Comrade Jakes analysed in detail the probleme in conjunction with the fur- 
ther development of the agriculture and food. industry complex in the okres, 
Ne praised the efforts of the party organs and organisations, and of al) 
farmers, but he aleo noted that one could not be eatieafied with the present 
results. In « number of areas within farm production the okres was lagging 
behind the average for the entire kraj. Thie applied to the average grain 
and potato yields, The output of hay from meadows was the lowest in the en- 
tire republic. The Communists could no longer watch idly the miamanagement 
of the eoil fund. The party organisations had to monitor more conalatently 
) fulfillment of the decisive taske in crop production and livestock pro- 
tion, 


Hradec Kralove 


The proceedings of the Communiete in liradec Kralove Okres reflected that 
which ie essential to the party's work and our entire soctety's develop- 
ment under the demanding conditions of the Seventh Five-Year Plan: within 
the okres party organs and organisations, an understanding of the purpose 
and urgency of the conclusions adopted by the LAth session of the CPCE Cen- 
tral Committee. 


One of the aspecskera in the debate on these leconomic) questions was Com 
rede Mikulas teno, secretary of the CPCE Central Committee. He establiah- 
ed: “The content and epirit of the conference convincingly express that 
which te essential to unifying the efforte of the entire party, and to what 
wae #0 clearly expressed at thie year's annua!) membership meetings: the 
Communiate' determination to continue more emphatically along the begun 
road toward building an advanced socialiat society, to intensify the etrug- 
gle for implementing the party's orientation on raising the efficiency and 
improving the quality of 41! work.” 





Comrade Beno emphasized that the principal direction of the Communiata’ 
political etruggle must be understood as the unity of influence on the eoo- 
nomic, ideological, and political organisational fronts, and that 411 party 
organisations must start out in their actions from the indisputable and 
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proven fact that the econamy and education were the main apheres of thels 
activity. 


Ne praised the conference for devoting close attention to the probleme of 
party work and party life, to the proper implementation of party polloy, 
and to @ political approach in every area, 


Comrade Beno cited aleo apecific contributions to the debate on the ability 
to manage, and he expounded on the ideas advanced by Antonin Ovenasek, a 
here Of soclaliat labor and chairman of the J%b [Unified Agricultural Co- 
operative) in Kraliky, and by Jaroslav Shop, chairman of the CPCK All-lac- 
tory Committee at CKD (Ceskomoraveka-Kolben-Danek) in iiradeu Kralove, ile 
then summed up what wae essential and of primary importance in management, 
stepped-up targets; the formation of comprehensive conditions; meaningful 
and emphatic realization of the plans, ineluding the application of moral, 
politioal and control factors, And last but not least, aleo the human fac- 
tor--in other words, enthusiasm for the cause, and determination in prepar- 
ing the fulfiliment of the taske, 


Liptoveky Mikulas 


The CPSL okres conference in Liptoveky Mikulas wae held in a creative 
atmaphere. 


Comrade Jan Fojtik, secretary of the CPCR Central Committee, was one of the 
apeakeres in the debate. He had high praise for the work of the okres party 
organisation and appreciated the efforte that the Communiate were exerting 
for the fulfillment of the program adopted by the 15th CPCZ Congress, In 
thie contest he established: “We may safely say that the resulte of build 
ing soclaliam in our okres--incorporated in and symbolized by such projects 
ae Liptoveke Mara, Cierny Vah and othere--convincingly prove that the @aciri- 
fices of past generations have not been in vain, that here the heritage of 
the revolutionary fighters ie live and secure, and i# being reliably pro- 
tected and developed.” Comrade Fojtik then devoted special attention to 
the probleme of ideological work, He emphasized that every Communiat muat 
regard ideological education a8 4 part of hie everyday activity, “The 
point te to combine ideological education with moral and work education. 
The approach to education must be comprehensive, words must match deeds, 
and it i@ necessary to develop in the people firm convictions that deter 
mine 4 person's actions in 411 situations encountered in life,” In con 
junction with the further intensification of the party's leading role, and 
with enhancing the party's authority among the working masses, he empha- 
singed the exceptional importance of the Communiete' personal examie. 


Comrade Fojtik concluded as follows: “The L6éth CPCZ Congress will unques 
tionably be one of the important milestones in the coming period, There 
can be no Goubt that it will inepire us to new activity, and that the 
Ceechoslovak Communiate will fulfill the tasks that it sete,” 
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CZRCHOBLOVAKIA 


EDITORIAL ON PRIBENT CPOZ MENA! RECKUL TMNT 
Prague Wi PRAVO in Creech 4 Jan 61 p | 
[Mditortal: “Responsibly and Conalatently") 


{Text) The past yeare were full of atruggles to tmplement the decialons of the 
L5th CPCZ Congress, Our party which has expanded (ta tafluence further in every 
area of our political, economic and cultural life ta recognized an the moving 
foree of our soctety., The 1.5 million members and candidates organized tn our 
party at present fundamentally stepped up thetr activity, and the flighting power 
of the party organs and organizations wae aleo rateed, The paity to better 
prepared to master the growling demands tn the coming pertod, 


The whole hiatory of the CPCZ ia proof that the success of tte policies has 
alwaye depended on the quality of the party's rank and file. Vor that reason 
the party carrying on its revolutionary aleston has always relied only on tte 
members who in thelr work proved that they had not joined the party--in the words 
of V. I. Lentne-tn order to gain some advantages, but in the name of work 
dedicated to communtam, The party therefore always emphasized, as it does to 
thie day, the demand that all those who have jotned the party and linked their 
lives and destinies with it, serve ae examples in the building of our soclety, 


This wae demonstrated in a meaningful politteal action, the exchange of the 
membership cards, which continued the process of upgrading the membership bases, 
The unity of the party ranks was once again demonstrated at that occaston, and 
it confirmed that tte membera fully agreed with the policies of the Central 
Committee concerning the fulfillment of the dectetons of the |5th congress, and 
that they are determined to fulfill their assigned tasks with honor, 


Discussions on the occasion of the exchange of membership cards helped further 
upgrade our party's program and enhanced the activity of the commntate in 
enforcing and tmplementing party polictes, The fighting power of the party 
organs and organisations gathered momentum, the unity of the party with the 
people wae intensified, and ite authority and reapect stemming from the member~ 
ship in the CPCZ tnereased, 


The further we advance on our way forwa:id, the more complex and demanding the 
taske facing us, the greater obstacles we meet there, the more urgent appeara 
the demand to shore up systematically the party ranks with persons who deserve 
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recognition of baste party organisations and of the whole work Ceawe, and who 
are active in praduction and in our publie life, Lt te necensary not only to 
add to the party ranke, but aleo to show tntenaive care that the new party 
mesbers gradually adopt the beat charactertetion of the workers’ clase vanguard, 
and that their life and work prove that they are tte valuable support, 


The 15th Geesaton of the CPCZ Central Committee atreassed: "lt la a great honor 

ae well ae a great responsibility to be «a communtat, A comuntat la expected 

to fulfill hie duties in an examplary way, to be dedicated and firm tn Interpreting 
the polletes of our party.” The meaning of those words la ao much more urgent 

now aince more than 40 percent of the new membera jotned our party tn the past 

ten yeare, The share of the new generation tn the party surpassed in some 
organteationa ae much ae 50 percent of their total memberahip, 


Thie implies momentous taske for our party organs and organteations, The mato 
thing te to integrate our young membera into the party #o that they adopt the 
Lentnat atandarde of the party life, mature into tdeologically atrong communteta, 


and assume a creative and responsible approach to the fulfillment of our party's 
decisions, 


Kxpertence shows that tndividuala whose baste organteations show a sensitive and 
attentive approach toward them become particularly useful party members, Thelr 
political and professatonal growth and their achtlevement at work are judged 
according to highly demanding criterta;, older, expertenced comrades should help 
them in their firat atepa in the party and often aleo in their political life, 
and party groupes, leading economlate, communtate tn the HOW [Kevoluttonary Trade- 
Unton Movement], etc, muat demonstrate their interest in them, A totally 
invaluable method of teaching the young generation tn our party tavolves thelr 
participation tn systematic party education which cannot be replaced by any 
One-time teachin, 


Only tf we develop comprehensive care for our young party members with individual 
approaches to each of them will thie be reflected in the quality of our party 
work, Thie will help enhance the party's tafluence on their performance in the 
places of thetr work and residence, On the other hand, formal and routine 
approaches there may atifle the activity and diactpline of the new members and 
may be reflected in a declining authority of the baste organization, 


The 15th congress outlined vital preconditions for tmproving the quality of the 
memberahip base, namely, the demand that the soctal composition of our party 
ranks be tn balance with the soctal and age eatructure of our aoctety., Vor that 
reason it ta a fundamental importance that more than 60 percent of the 300,000 
candidates admitted over the past 5 yeare are workers, and that 90 percent of 
those comrades are men and women under 15 yeara of age. It ta noteworthy that 

a certain etagnation in term of organteing women hae been succesafully overcome, 
and that their representation has expanded particularly tn sectora dominated by 
women, 
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There ta no doubt that thease resulta expreae good organtaation and polltical educae 
tlonal work of our party organs and organisations, they are proof that our party 

iw attractive and that tnereasing numbere of workera are determined to link 

their lives and work with the life and work of the CRUZ, Neverthelows, we cannot 
be eatiefied with the overall resulta, becauee whorteomlage are etill lurking 
behind the eum total in certaln organtsations, 


fome organisations may have resolved the question concerning the dealrable aoctal 
and age compoattion of the newly admitted -andidates, However, tn general, thone 
comrades are men and women working tn auxtitary, leas taportant sectors, Thle 
faile to conform with tha demand of the i 5th congress to consolidate the party's 
influence mainly tn places determining economle productivity, effletency and 
quality of the production, More attention must be devoted to the problem of 
atepping up numerous operations in taduatry, conatruction and tranaportatton with 
the ald of communtet workers, More dletinetive orlentation tn admiaston of 
candidates from vital sectorea of vegetable and animal productton and larperacale 
factittles muet be introduced in our agriculture, 


Similar shortcomings are evident aleo when receiving candidates from the ranke of 
our intelligenteta. In some places many employees of the management have been 
admitted, However, communists lack representation tn sectore shaping the deatiny 
of the new production or introducing new technology, They are often not repre. 
sented even among the foremen and trustees of the work teama, In thie respect 
basic party organizations in the conatruction toduatry should be markedly tmproved, 
After all, the quality of their membership baee does not depend on thelr numerical 
etrength or on their achievement of some Limite, but on the key queattion how 

and where shal! we create preconditions to make it possible for our party membere 
to engage in a real atruggle for the implementation of the party's polictes, 


Party ranks of superior quality continue to be one of the moat tmportant 
objectives in the activity of our party o gane and of each baste organteation, 
Therefore, no decision that fails to correspond with thie demand should be adopted 
at annual membership meetings or conferences, 


The imperative to atrive for systematic and comprehensive tmprovement of the 
quality of our membership base applies to all our basic organizations, Let us 
fulfill Lt responeibly and constatently. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


"RUDE PRAVO' COMMENTS ON 262D MBFR SESSION 
AU231453 Prague RUDE PRAVO in Caech 20 Feb 81 p 1 


[CTK correspondent: "Who le Preventing Achievement of an Agreement; FRG 
Representative Addressed the Vienna Negotiations") 


[Text] Vienna, 19 Feb--At the Thuraday 262d meeting, the FRO delegate, 
Ambassador Krnet Jung, addressed the participants in the negotiations on 
reducing the numerical atrength of armed forces and armamenta in central 
Kurope, His speech again revealed that the policy of certain NATO 
countries and circles, whose objective ise increasing their military 
pocential and achieving untlateral superiority over the Warsaw Pact states, 
hae a negative impact on the talke conducted in Vienna, 


What elee could be expected when since 1976 the United States has increased 
ite military contingent by 25,000 men in the area in which the reduction 
should take place, But deapite that, the Weat German delegate tried to 
blame the soclaliat countries for the impasse in Vienna, in apite of their 
numerous proposale in which they came to meet the Weat more than halfway, 
He, so to speak traditionally, demanded "resolving the issue of numerical 
data," although the two sides, as it ta known, exchanged in 1980 the 

latest offictal figures on the number of their troops, What does the Weat's 
proclaimed political willingness to arrive at drawing up the Firat reduction 
agreement really look like? The spokesman of the Czechoslovak delegation, 
Jan Chandoga, explained it at a press conference, He noted that the West 
continues to inaist on its proposals of 20 December 1979, which, however, 
are in many respects--compared with the earlier convergence of mutual 
positions--a atep back, We drew attention to the fact that the Weat did not 
submit in Vienna a single proposal for more than a year, and did not 
offictally answer the complex far-reaching compromise initiatives of the 
soctaliat countries of the 1979-1980 period, During a confrontation of 
positions in thie round, the West concentrates, above all, on registering 

a differing view. To date, it has not at all contributed to expanding 

the range of identical and close positions, 


C80: 2020 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CZECHOSLOVAK POLL ON POLAND CONDUCTED BY 'LISTY' 
Rome LIST: in Caech No 6, Dec 80 pp 314 


[Text) How do you view developments in Poland, eapectally the events of last 
summer, from here tn contemporary Carechoslovakia? Can all this aleo have some 
meaning for ua? Under what cireumetances? 


To evaluate the Polish “hot summer" from here Le not easy, Our Lnaformation 
media conceal more than they reveal, there are some things we hear from foretgn 
broadcaste, 


The Poles have evidently learned a good deal from our defeat tn 1968, Including 

the use of one of the most successful weapons in expressing dinaattafaction with 
the governing regime--strikes, even though these are offictally banned, The 
events demonstrate the wise, disciplined, yet determined and uncompromising leader- 
ship of the workers, They refuse to be intimidated either by the prospect that 
soon they will have nothing to eat--the regime will, course, blame thie not on 
itwelf but on the workera--or by the fate of the Czechoslovak regeneration 

process, Along with economic demands, they have called for political changes with 
equal emphasise, It seems that they are dealing with the rulerea ae with an adversary, 
and thie quite understandably. After all, should the results of labor he claimed 
by those who perform the labor and own the production means, or by offictale of the 
eatabliahment which (# leading the state oo the brink of catastrophe? 


I have the impression that the Poles have something we lack, above all, a history 
of an oppressed but unbowed nation which defended ttaelf, regardless of the 
cost. We have been predominantly cautious and collaborated with rulers, using 
the excuse of “dire consequences" and many others, The Poles have been battling 
the regime for the last 30 yeare and those in power have been forced to retreat 
on a number of occastons. 


I am not a religious person, but I think that the Poles in defending their right 
to free expression of their faith, are defending something elee aleo, and this 
ia reflected in the moral senattivities of the nation. 


For ua, the Poland of today represents primarily encouragement. In many ways, 
it can aleo serve as example, provided we are capable of accepting it as such. 
Our governing hierarchy te obviously well aware of thie aa shown by what it 
tries to conceal from ua--free trade unions, release of political prisoners, the 
right to eatrike, and the right to worship without interference. When our regime 
informe ue at all, it mentions only economic demands and tries to make it appear 
that the only teaues in Poland are merely a matter of prices and supply. 











I do not believe that aimilar eventa could occur here at thia time, Unlike tn 
Poland, our difficulties are not yet serious enough to force the nation to reso- 
lutely seek their true causes, Relatively apeaking, the working clase here lw the 
population atratum with the moat freedom, The labor shortage afforda the workers 
the option of ignoring what "those on top" are saying, The consumertat approach 
to life, which they have willingly accepted, makes them dlatnterested In their 
environment=--whether someone was fired, imprisoned, or persecuted almply for his 
beliefs, They are not concerned that, as the "ruling clase," they should actually 
govern, rather, without any great intereat, the workers permit those who dealre 
power, to retain it. I am not sure that there are any at thie time among the 
workera here willing to atrike in solidarity with thelr Polish counterparts, 


Desite all this, and regardless of that gatne the Pollah workerea can salvage 

in the long run, the Polish events represent a great breach of thus far un- 
agsallable positions. They have exposed as lies so much of the “holy dogma" that 
the ruling regimes, not only the one in Poland, will have to ponder whether 
henceforth naked military force will be enough to maintain them in power. 


Age: 45 (woman); 

Fducation: Seconaary achooling; 

CPCZ Membership: Until 1970, when expelled; 

Did not sign Charter 77, but te an active sympathizer. 


Not long ago, I read in the RUDE PRAVO a reasonable presentation of an intelligent 
approach to a problem, namely, what to do with older buildings. The article 
clearly showed that renovation of extating buildings ts much more economical than 
demolition of the old and construction of brand new apartment bulldings. It is more 
economical in cost, energy, and materials, Not so very long ago, we were tearing 
down everything in sight and the wise decistonmakers were telling us in the same 
daily presse that renovation ts uneconomical, Ultimately, they realized that it 

ie atill cheaper to utilize what is already there and can be adapted to current 
needs, 


The Pollah events of the summer of 1980  cvoked the same favorable reaction in me 
as the above-mentioned RUDE PRAVO article. For many years, experts prognostticated 
that any change for the better in the Warsaw Pact countries was impossible without 
radical changes in the USSR. There were mountains of convincing arguments that 
localized experimentation with existing political structures is doomed to fallure 
and that we can do nothing but wait--perhapes for demolition, perhaps for Godot. 
Poland reminds us that the future cannot be imprisoned in the predicttons of seers 
and political scientists, that development and events can occur unexpectedly, 
contrary to apparent logic. Even the unthinkable can become fact. Perhaps even 
a run-down edifice which had long ago been written-off, can be renovated and 
become habitable without the use of explosives, bulldozers, and other heavy 
technology. 


Age: 35, former clergyman, currently laborer, signed Charter 7/7. 
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During the daya when the Polish Government delegation traveled by bus to Gdanwk 
to negotlate with the workers' atrike committee, | had a call from a friend who 
wald: “We have not seen each other in some time,,,and strange thinga are happen= 
ings..." Hle volce was alightly excited, In the depth of his soul attlll an 

Old social democrat from an old soclal democratic family, he nodded and kept 
repeating sadly: "Our working clase ta dead...." He could not imagine that our 
workers could atand up and fight aw the Poles had, that they could matntain thelr 
unity for many weeks and refuse to be awayed by anything whatsoever, T too have 
a hard time imagining such thinge today. tut T remember well, even though | was 
then only a young apprentice journaltat, when in the spring of 1953 a colleague 
came to the editorial offices of our regtonal daily, with hin jacket buttons torn 
off, This wae after the currency ref rm, kids were uaing the old banknotes In 
thelr aliv ‘shots, Workers demonstrated tn Ostrava, but alao in the Prague CKD 
and elsaeviere, easpectally tn Pllaen where the Border Guard had to be called in 

to suppresa demonstrations led by workers from the Skoda plant. My family was 
alao affected by the currency reform, Tt was because of tt that my father 
argued with and loat a friend, a fellow miner whom the reform deprived of his 
family house and all savings. They had been goltng down in the mines side by 
side for 20 years, and also played cards together, It was the latter my father 
missed most. 


Recently, Pavel Tigrid said in a BAC seminar on the Polish eventa that they should 
serve as an example for ua, Jirt Lederer, on the other hand, argued that tn the 
same way that our 1968 development could not serve as an example for the Poles, 
the reverse te also true today, He cited differences tn historical experlences 
and quite diesimilar soctal and economic conditions of the two nations, I 
recalled how the "Polish example," used in arguments in the early seventies 

with our own reformers ("you see, in Poland it was the workers who led the 
battle"), infurlated Frantisek Kriegel. He would retort angrily: "Those people 
went into it because of economic desperation, what kind of an example should that 
be for us?" 


While [I naturally cannot prove it, I am personally convinced that, should there 
be a repetition of anything approaching the 1953 attuatton--or should a future 
price rise affect us more than the last (even then the population became restless 
and greatly worrled the regime), the workers would break their silence, 1 do 
not, of course, know what this would gain them today, They certainly know that, 
for example, the Swedish or West German worker can afford to buy much more for 
the same amount of labor, and that he ts not harrassed as much by his leaders. 
But human nature being what it is, we tend to compare malnly what Is here at 
home, rather than that which lies beyond the hille., And here the worker has no 
reason to be envious of the majority of his fellow citizens. 


At home he has the same, if not better, furniture as hia district physictan, and 
drives the same, if not better, car as hia superior, the technictan. And one 
ultimately always finds some kind of meat. In addition, tn many ways our worker 
has more freedom than his white-collar colleagues, and certainly does not allow 
himself to be annoyed by the syatem ae much as they are. In my opinion, tt Is 
precisely all this put together which Led the workers, while largely sympathetic, 
to view the 1968 reforma with certain reservations. Some of them actually feared 
the reforma., When I visited my parents chat apring our old netghbor and father 
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of my childhood friend spoke to me angrily: “That guy Sik wante to close our 
shafte, the minere will be without work, Ie that what you favor and work for, 
Jana?" He argued for the maintenance of the exiating ayatem, using his good 
retirement pay and the high wages of hie miner son-in-law to convince me, He 
concluded that the minere have had it #o good ae under Novotny! 


The manner in which the Polish workers have conducted their atruggle with those 

in power (ae several times in the past) te very appealing, Nevertheless, T believe 
that, given the causes which led to thie etruggle, it te an encouraging example 
which, however, ie not transferable to thie country today, Besides, I have a 
feeling--but thie te realy another topic, that everything the Polish Government 
hae conceded to date, and which sounds #o attractive to Czechoslavak ears, ia 
primarily a play for time, More than our workere, I think our leadera will learn 
from the Polish events, They will become more careful in manipulating prices, 
perhape even do something to make meat and other acarce goods more readily available, 
And who knows, perhaps under the influence of the Polish example, our estate and 
other delegations will henceforth, inatead of one passenger per limousine, travel 
by bue without the screaming strene of a police escort, 


9 September 1980 - age 50, former woman journaliet. 


The Polish events of recent years, notebly those of the last few months, have 
evoked my sympathies, especially the determination, unicy, and discipline of 
the Polish workers. I will even confess to a joyful, emotional reapones the 
other eide of which was unfortunately accompanied by a feeling of Czech inferiority. 
Nevertheless, I cannot deny certain doubte for the future. The only effective 
offensive and defensive weapon of the Polish workere ie the atrike. To the 
extent that I am correctly informed, however, the Polish economy if suffering 
from euch a serious affliction that dire consequences would result from the use 
of thie ineatrument. IT consider the compromise between the government and the 
workera ineincere on the part of the former, It will last only as long as the 
balance of internal forcea is maintained, And my greatest feara concern this 
balance. The Polish apparatchtks may be more nationalistic than are the Czech, 
However, I believe that if it comes to the extreme, they too would rather risk 
Poliah independence than the lose of their positions of power. 


I consider any direct effect of the Polish eventa on the situation in Czecho- 
slovakia quite out of the question, The living es .andard here te tncomparably 
higher, demoralization incomparably deeper, and a genuine determination to 
achieve changes quite nonexistent. So long as the Polish people are able to 
safeguard their gains, it may in the long run represent moral support for those of 
ue here who are dissatiafied, If those gaine are lost in Poland, our own 
peseimiem will further intensify. It ta possible that our governors will pacify 
disaffection by popular measures, rather by postponing the unpopular ones, 

which will only prolong our stagnation, 


The only positive effect I see ta that Polish events may spur more thoughtful 
people here into a Czech national self-examination. 


In diacussing thie matter with those with whom one can speak freely, I find a 


similar reaction to mine, t.e., aympathtes accompanied by skeptictem for the 
future, 
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Age; Between 40 and 50; 
Education: University, sepecialiat in natural sclencen; 
Employment: Corresponding to qualifications; 


Was never a CPCZ member, has not aligned Charter /7, but actively sympathtees 
to the extent possible, 


The July and August events in netghboring Poland reach well beyond the otherwise 
virtually customary and, given the economle situatlon, not unexpected dlaturbances, 
It ‘ppeare chat thie tea the beginning of a process which ta remarkable in ite 
peaceful organization of the atrikers and the majority of the sympathette 
populatica, and espectally in ite relatively precise program for structural 
changes of the system through nonviolent, unarmed means, 


Nevertheless, in comparison with Czechoslovakia in 1968, we see several marked 
differences, Firet, in Poland there is an authentic social moveme it "from below" 
of a maseive character, and ite strong soctoeconomic motivation makes it possible 
to formulate rather clear economic and political goals, without demolishing the 
old and creating new ideologies, This enables both the rulers and the governed 
to conclude and maintain an unwritten (written in the case of Gdansk and 
Szczecin) agreement, according to which for the sake of mutual, f.e,, Poliah 
nation, interest of both groups, neither the ruling Soviet model of real soctalinan, 
nor Polish "international commitments" are subject to queation, All elementsa-- 
communists, Marxists, Catholics and dissidents, recognize that the global great~ 
power division of the world viewa with displeasure any disruption of Kuropean 

and world realities, and that Soviet tanks have so far always been able to maintain 
the status quo in the Soviet colonial sphere. The presence of a real threat 

of intervention by "friendly forces? and ample experience, thelr own as well aa 
their neighbors', obviously exert positive influence on Polish developmenta, 
While these influences cannot totally discourage efforts to change the model, 
these efforts are being implemented with utmost caution and with clear dif- 
ferentiation between substantive matters (independent trade untona, economic 
reforms, freedom of worship) and less substantive, but more sensitive, problems 
which could bring about Soviet intervention (open political plurality and 
inatitutional changes in the state system emanating from such plurality). This 
by no means indicates that some magic unity exists in Poland, such as that found 
in Czechoslovakia in the August days of 1968 (and only then). Real Polish unity 
ie found only in the dislike of the Russians, while it is far lesa firm in the 
fear of Russian intervention. It ie clear that members of the Polish power 
structure have a better idea of the chances of such military intervention than 

do the striking workers, At the same time they remember what happened to 
Gomulka and Mocgzar and realize that the use of repressive means against organized 
opposition is a guaranteed road to their political fall, 


Thus it would seem that in the Poland of today only two certainties can be 
traced. Firat, the leadership of the PZPR has no chance of surviving politically 
the current process of the opposition's pressures on the one hand and the 
Kremlin's on the other. Second, the Soviets are determined to use any means 

to put Poland on the right track again, should it really stray along a wrong one, 
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What then ave the uncertainties? Above all, the fact that Poland of 1980 La aot 
the Poland or Hungary of 1956, nor even Crechowlovakia of 1968, The forbidden 
track on which Lt apparently wishes to travel, ta not outlined in any political 
railroad timetable, and it ta up to the Poles whether they will recognise tn 
time and as correctly ae they have till now the warning algnale and awiteches on 
the line, They have a momentous hietorical opportunity, firat because the Soviet 
Union of 1980 Le alwo no longer the gendarme of Raatern Burope of 1956 (perhaps 
even in 1968 there would have been no invaston, had we demonstrated the will to 
defend ourseives militarily), secondly because both Poles and Soviets cannot 

fail to acknowledge that the line on which Gomulka's and Glerek's Poland traveled, 
led to a dead end, 


The moat noteworthy aspect of the new Polish development ta the unheard-of 
inatrument in the soctaliet world of pressure from below--a atrike movement which 
Links traditional soctal democratte (wage) demande with demande of a purely 
political character (independent untons, legalization of atrikea, freedom of actton 
for the Catholic Church, etc). Thue tn Poland we see for the firat time within 
the classical “real soctaliat" syatem an application of a combination of legal 

and tllegal means toward gradual internal changes which, while not atming at 

the demolition of the syetem, create tn tte facade--and perhapa tn tta foundat tone 
ae well--sertous fiseures, The eatriking workers in Secaecin and Gdanek drew up 

21 demande--from the “Legal” (wage and price adjustments) to clearly "tllegal" 
ones even in a law-abiding state (release of political prisoners), and the 
government accepted them all, Through a mammrth atrike, the Poles extracted 

the government's promise to allow the creation of tndependent untona which, 
however, have been subject since their inception to regtatratton by Pollah courte 
of whose independence one can have sertous doubts, Will the workers respond with 
another etrike should the court rule againeat them? Thia can hardly continue 
indefinitely. 


Poor supply and diatributton, the difficult social situation of the workers, 

and the vast differences in living etandard, espectally in comparison with the 
privileged atratum of communist leadera, are, along with profound rel igtous 
feelings of the mjority of the population, the probable main courses of what has 
happened, They can also bring about a sudden and cruel end to a hopeful process, 
because Polish economic conditions are, without doubt, so catastrophic that the 
country may not be able to take many more months of atrikes and growing wage 
demands. Herein most likely lies the weakness of both the workers’ attempts to 
improve the general situation in the country, and efforts by the leaders show 
even if they had full understanding for the motives of the opposttion, do not 
have it in their power to change the economic picture tn Poland overnight. 

Only one solution appears to be tn sight, and this could have an impact in the 
other soctalist countries as well--Poland will have to ask the Kremlin to lower 
the Polish contribution to the Warsaw Pact, ae the only effective way toward 

a temporary mobilization of resources and economic changes which would not lead 
merely to a further burdening of the country with foreign tndebtedness. While 
thie represents the most closely-guarded secret aphere, virtually everyone 

today knows that the funda which the Warsaw Pact countries are obliged to expend 
annually for the maintenance and expansion of the military potential, probably 
exceed half of the nattonal revenue of the member countries, Relief in this 
area, along with economic reform, could be the anawer not only for Poland, Hungary, 








Crechoslovakia, etc, but ultimately alwo for the USK, International dlearmament 
conferences would suddenly cease to be propaganda charades on both aides of the 
veean and could, perhaps even against the desires of the culera, bering substantial 
improvement to the people of the Rastern Bloc, 


The Polish road te not and will not tm the near future be the road for Caecho= 
slovakia, There te no hunger here, nor are there severe shortages, even though 
it is necessary to spend much time and energy scrounging for whatever one happens 
to need=-acrounging for money through extra pledgee and “unofficial” labor, 
acrounging for a plece of meat for Sunday dinner, or for tllea for the bathroom, 
Also, there te no faith here, Christian or otherwise, Those who for one reason 
or another do not want to or cannot live here any longer, do not seek solutions 
for the ce .try but only for themselves, and leave for abroad. 


In case of even partial success, Poland could perhaps broadly suggest the waye 
and meane for improvement in Czechoslovakia. In case of disaruptton of the 
promising development through military force, the atmosphere of hopelessness 

and resignation already prevalent here, will only deepen. Let ue hope that now 
at last there will be a breach in the traditional distrust of the Poles and that 
we will replace this tendency with recognition that they deserve our deep respect 
for their perseverance and civic courage which seem to have disappeared--to be 
lost forever in Crechoslovakia. 


Age 35, formerly--and still, an attorney eympathizing with the Charter, 


The strikes of the Polish workers thie year have become the most important event 
in the so-called socialist bloc, and have been met with enormous interest here. 
The Polish people have for very long time (and through the most varied means, 
sometimes ending in tragedy) been striving to create conditions in which their 
government would be forced to consider seriously their most basic demands, This 
year they were successful and in their new unions they are building prerequisites 
for further dialogue, even though under predetermined limitations. Future 
development can go in several directions, and it is difficult to predict whether 
one eide or the other will break off negotiations. In this, the principal 
responsibility lies with the Polish Government and party bodies. Skepticiem about 
past developments in Poland leads even here to certain reservations. However, it 
is precisely the seriousness of the socioeconomic problems which should persuade 
Polish officials to try to resolve them, and thie cannot be accomplished without 
the Polish workers and their new unions I believe this could lead to a healthier 
economy in Poland which cannot, however, be expected from day to day. Right now 
| consider it most important to make sure that what was agreed upon between the 
strikers and the government be honestly implemented, and that new channels of 
communications be established which would make life for the Polish people more 
bearable. 


The conditions in Poland are not comparable in their basic charactertatica with 
the situation in Czechoslovakia. There are no preconditions here for a movement 
such as that initiated by the Polish shipyard workers. The Czech worker still 
has something to lose, which does not preclude his dissatisfaction with his 
position in society and in the productive process. We can expect that the new 
unions in Poland will rekindle interest in trade union matters even here where the 
workers have long been dissatisfied with the trade union organization for not 
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defending their rights, Vor now, thease are merely thoughts and any action will 

have to await further development, We should, therefore, wiah to Polleh workers 
success inthetr endeavor through which they are providing conatderable encouragement 
for ue. Only time will tell what conelustone our soctety will draw from the Pollal 
events, At the moment | would view with some skepticlem any movement even 

remotely resembling the Polish pattern, Even though our eoclety may not yet be 
ready for action, tt should at least ponder waye and tnatrumente whieh would 
eventually make ite voloce heard, 


Former sctentific worker, 55, CPCCA member until 1970, elgned Charter 77, 


tven though one cannot yet definitely predict the real consequences of thie 
year's events in Poland, tt te a fact that they represent one of the moat important 
developments in the hietory of the Rastera bloc etnce 1956 and 19648, 


The Polish workers have shown that with solidarity and action it te possible 
to toree the rulers to make concessions, The events have alao exposed the 
weaknesses of the political superstructure of the governing syatem, and shown 


how Little ability to maneuver tt hae once it determines that it dare not use 
force. 


Ae far ae I have been able to gather from reactions of acquaintances who normally 
show Little interest in auch matters, IT found considerable sympathy. Nowever, 
there were aleo etatementa that the eltuation in Poland ta somewhat different 
from the situation here, that our netghbore live in virtual poverty, 


The influence of the Polish events on our own developments can be in two direct tons, 
Firet, our leadership may retreat from introducing sudden price tncereases, or 

at least it will prepare them more carefully than before, On the other hand, tt 

iu possible that, as a preventive measure, the regime will try to deatroy potential 
centers of opposettion, esapectally among the intelligentata, | belleve, however, 
that the fear in our offictal ctreles ie exaggerated. It does not appear for 

how that our workers could follow the Polish example: firat, because they atti! 
have something to lose and second, because they are much more demoralized and 

lack a apirit of solidarity. 


A few more words on the overall sttuattion in Poland, There hae appeared an 
embryo of dual power centers and there te no doubt that the regime will wee every 
means to suppress thie embryo, it will be doing this mainly to protect tts 
privileges, but aleo itn consideration of ite allies. The latter see tn this 
potential duality of power a dangerous element of political plurallem quite 
unacceptable for the Eastern Bloc. If the Polleh establishment ts really pushed 
to the wall, te will ttaelf request “fraternal aid." For now, 1t seems that the 
regime recognizes the need for concessions to gain time for a counteroffensive, 
Everything depends on whether the regime succeeds in breaking up and corrupting 
the solidarity of the workers, 


Age 54, univeraity graduate, unemployed, CPCZ member a long time ago, did not 
sign Charter 77, but sympathizes with it, with reservations, 


This summer's events in Poland are qualitatively different from all previous 
attempts at reform in the countries of the Soviet bloc. They are being taplement ed 
outeide the party which, for the firat time in history, has been forced to negot late 


i) 

















with the opposition, The movement te led by the working claws, father than by 
intellectuala or reform whole new workers organteattion, independent 
of the party, hae emerged, thue breaking the party's monapely of power (even 

in the area of tatormation, aelace the todependent unton will publiah tte 

legal periodical), Through the tradition of the workera atrugale apgatnat the 
supremacy of the party (alnce 1950), ma valuable expertences hae been accumlated 
and has led to the claee of new leadere who have demonatrated conatderable palltteal 
Wiedom (notably maintenance of order and goviolence, no Clagrantly provocative 
politioal demands, recognition of the leading role of the party, reallam tn 
presenting demands, lease rhetoric, more a tlon, and constatency), 


it te clear that the apectal features of the Pollah eltuattion have contributed 
tu the success of the movement, in the firat place ta the fact that the regime 
falled t: ivolate the “opposition” from the reat of eoctety, Many people withta 
the system in the aphere of soctal aelences,are participating to one manner 

or another (e.a., slanting petitions) tn the effort to change the ayatem, Year 
wae successfully overcome, The tntellectuale, through thelr work tn the pant 
aud now, have contributed to thia tn an important way, There were no munlve 
purges in the party, consequently, there were no large numbers of communtate 

in the ranks of the “opposition” to influence the movement, My tmpresaton tr 
that evmthe party leaderahip in Poland te interested th overcoming the ertate 
in a way which would afford tt more room for a more independent policy (there 
are no losere tn thie atruggle and the only winner ta Poland, om thie both 
sides agree), Thie ia unitke the situation here, where the leadership te 
interested only in maintaining 4 statue quo, t.e., tte postition, Another 
factor, of course, ta the Polish tradition to fight for freedom, which for 
centuries has molded the national character to act in a powttive way tn times of 
National atresse., Doubtlesa aleo, there ta the role of the church which, deapite 
apparent neutrality (as, for example, now), hae nevertheless played an tmportant 
politteal role, It hase never succumbed to the atate, ITnatead it has always 
inatated on the application and mintenance of (ta requirements, that ta, the 
natural requirements of the majority @ the Pollah people, at least in the area 
of freedom of worship, Thie etand of the church and tta representatives provided 
both political and paychologtcal support to the etruggle of the Pollah people, 
even though the church did not directly participate in thie atruggle. 





All thie seema to be the main reason for a different approach by Polish workers 
to the resolution of both fundamental and everyday problems, ae well an to the 
present cristae. I do not bellewe that the differences are merely based on virtual 
economte deatitution, This only provided the last tmpulee for action, But ! 
do wot think that it te because the Polieh worker has nothing to lowe, In 1956, 
for examle, the economies of Poland and Crechoslovakia were not apprectably 
different, yet the reactions certatniy were. More sertouws ta the fact that the 
Polish workere refused to be so totally corrupted, Our working clase has had 
only one “combat” expertence and that was the strike action at the time of the 
currency reform. All thie ts certainly reflected tn the differences in overall 
political postttona, 


What ita the lesson of all thie for wa? The main task, I belleve, ta to overcome 
the taolation of the “opposition” from the reset of soctety. We should expand the 
influence radiue of samiedat beyond the circle of the “wraecuted” and thus 
achteve some effect among broader etrata of people. 
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In private conversations many people here aympathivo and pratae the Polea, hoaplay 
they can continue the atruggle, yet basleally they ave not willing to do anythtog 
themeelves, There are even those who completn that by having to export more food 
stufta to Poland, we will auffer, By and large, the majority here, while 

hoping that the Pollah workers will "wtlek tt to the rulers,” find nothing to 
emulate in thie atiuation, “The time has come, I fintwhed all my work, and | am 
golng home," Brgo, there te no need for any change, Age 397, former wctentift 
worker, former CPCY member (unt) 1970), atgned Charter /7, 


| consider the Polleh Summer a turning potat in the development of that country 
aid the beginning of powsathle changes tn the whole Kaatern bloc, 


The action of the Polleh workere and thelr firet victortous round to thie atruggle 
alowed! 


1, The enormous potential and real atrength of the organization, the more 
remarkable because It emerged apontaneously, the more effective because tt 
emanated trom the ranks of the workers, Marx would certainiy be happy to eee 

4 soctoeconomic surge of diseattafaction leading to mage politteal acttlon, while 
the atrikers were drawing on the thoughte and program of the Polleh demn rat 
opposition, The Pollah democratic tntellectuale served aa a braintiruet tor the 
Gdanek atrike committee, 


2. The myth of the Communtat Party ae representative of the working clase han 
faded. The "regeneration process” tn Poland began entirely outatde the party, 
independent of it, agatnat the will of tte leadership, and tt ta growling 
genuinely from below with the eupport and magnificent solidarity which the workers 
enjoy among the population, The Kronatadt Revolt has been succesatully Chor 

now) repeated after 60 years, Next to the party and the church, a third force 
has emerged in Poland--tndependent untonse representing the majority of the work tog 
clase and surely alao the majority of all soctal components, 


1, tt haw been shown that people cannot be deceived forever, and that promiaes 
given when the regime ta in trouble cannot be broken, People are no longer 
willing to be content with words, they demand guarantees, and act in a mamer 
which ensures their fulfillment. No one belleves tn any “good will" on the 

part of the party and atate representatives, nor does anyone belleve tn the “magt: 
power” of personne! changes alone, 


4. Wew, real leaders have arisen tn Poland (Lech Walesa and othera), Thels 
admirable maturity, organtzattonal talent, tnatght, and prudence gatned them auch 
authority that the atrike movement was kept within orderly and peacful bounds, 

For the firat time in the history of the bloc, the party and offictal bodles were 
forced to negotiate with an internal opposition movement, they have been and 
continue to be forced to listen to ite votce and respect its arguments, It ta to 
be hoped that in the future the leadera of the workers will have enough tatluence, 
patience, expertence, and polittcal wiadom to overcome the cristea pertod which 
must tnevitably come when the victortous euphorta ebba and disappotnatment aetea tn 
when tt ta discovered that all tile cannot be cured tn one atngle aweep, It 








ia further to be hoped that the movement will be able to repel atiempte by the party 


and atate apparat (matertal, polttteal, and even adminiatrative ) to weaken the 
workers’ unity, disrupt their links with the reat of soctety, prevent further 
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Independent development, or even deatroy the new organteation outright, Lt te 
to be hoped that the workere will continue to be gulded by thelr current slogan 
"no bread without freedom," and continue to defend and place tn the forefront 
not only thelr own profesatonal tntereata, but alao the totereata of soctety 
an a whole, 


5, The exmaple of the Gdanek and Slleslan workers and winera cannot remain 
Without effect in all atrata of soctety, eapectally the tntellectual, tncluding 
those who are atil!) conforming, Thia example will surely reach even party 

ranke and atrengthen liberal and reformta: tendenctes there, The exposure of 
corruption and acandala (auch ae Beslepanskt) will shake up the party apparat 
Which La permeated with corruption and demoralization (e.g., exposure of the 
where Clit of Poland), It ta a paradox that under the clreumatances we must hope 
that the Compuntat Party does not disintegrate, for that certatnly would be reason 
for attack from the outalde, 


fuch an tntervention does not seem laminent, and the Sovletea are likely to allow 
the Poles more room to maneuver than they gave the Ceecha 12 yeara ago, This 

ia because they know that tt would mean the end of detente, the end of SALT TI, 
the opening of a new arma race, 4 total economic blockage by the Weat (comment 

by one Western publication: the USSR wante to see the rotien Weat keep rotting 
for a long time wo that it can supply the Soviets with food and technology), 

A military and politteal bloc of the Weat and Chia would emerge, which would mean 
encirclement of the Soviet Union, Soviet tnterventton ta Poland would also mean 
the end of Germany's Oatpolitik and Strauss would come to power, The Soviet Union 
would be teolated inthe entire commniat world and, finally the Poles have a long 
hiatory of partiaan warfare, as well as an inbred, hisiorteally-justifted hatred 
of the Russtanas, Poland would not become another normalized Ceechosolovakia, 

hut rather a second, bloody Afghantetan which ta not likely to be pacified soon, 
And even though tt can often be deaf, the world does not keep atlent about nations 
Which fight the aggressor with gun in hand, The Soviet leadership will therefore 
mat likely have to opt for the road of polttteal pressures againat Poland, 


6, In Poland a kind of balance of power has emerged, The party and the 
government are weakened, diacredited, They have not had ao far, and they will 
not have, the atrength or tnelination to put down the workers’ movement by force, 
iy the aame token, the workera do not under the clreumatances, and given geo- 
politteal realities, have, nore will they have, the atrength to overthrow the 
communtet government; consequently, they have set themaelven no such goala (at 
least for now), The church maintatnn formal neutrality and calle for moderation, 
while not concealing tte sympathies for the workers and their legit imate 
arievances and demands, veryone ta afratd of bloodshed, anarchy, and Soviet 
intervention, 


In any event, one can speak, if not of diaintegration, then certainly of dia- 
ruption of the totalitartan character of the Pollah regime, The etatuse of balance 
of power would moat |ikely remain the optimum deployment of forces tnthe future 
of Poland, 


The Polish example can mean encouragement for the development in the other 
countries of the bloc, If the Pollsh economy improves, tt can show the way 
to others, It will ratee the self-esteem of workers, and atrengthen the 
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rewolve of Alasatiatfed fractions in the individual parthea, tt can alo be 

a portent to the Soviete that to rely on a corrupt totalltartan apparatus 
totally diverced from soctety, can be a dangerous and uncertain bet, ainee aome 
thing Like the Pollah evens# could happen eleewhere, "Pinlandivatton" would then 
not necessartly remain the prerogative of one country only, 


Age °/, former ectentifle worker, CPCZ member untt! 1970, Charter algnatory, 


The developmenta in Voland have been and continue to be carefully wonttored here 
via foretgn broadcaata, Polleh televiaton (in areas where tt reaches), and 

Vollah newepapera, euch ae THYBUNA LDU which haa in recent weeks heen completely 
wold out and often ta not allowed in Ceechoslovakia at all, We feel that the 
Pollah evente concern us but, despite all eimilaritieoa, we are at the aame time 
aware of the great differences between the altuation there and here --obviously, 

the historteal differences, different development in the past 75 yeara and, Tlnally, 
different present conditions, Let ue then compares-the Poles “march” and ight 
when necessary, or at leaet let no one doubt that they would fight, 


Here the oppostte ta true, The Poles have thetr expertences of workera’ revolts 
in 19596, 1970, and 19/76, We have only the expertence of 196K, which wan tn a 
way quite the oppoatte, the working clase wan the laat to “Jotn." The Poles have 
wince 19/76 have bullt Linke between the workera and the tnatelligentalta (Committee 
for the Defense of Workers) and are now reaping the frutta of the pant decade, 
Charter /7 here has not been sucecesaful along thease lines, The Poles have 

thetr national Catholte Church which aupporte the people Cand vice versa), aw thelt 
motto saya "they are one," Nothing like that extate here, The Polleh atrike 
movement under nattonal banners and pletures of the Pope Cthe Poles “have” not 
only the Pope, but alao Breesinak! and Muskie) ahowad, on the one hand, great 
pollttcal realtem on the part of both workera and tntelligentata and, on the 
other, senatble moderation and appropriate reaction on the part of “the party 

and government" in the interest of Poland, One could hardly expect anything 

like that here, Laat, and probably moat Important, there ta no compartaon 
between the Polleh economy and oure (material totereat tn change tn Poland 
certatniy predominates), The atrikes were tnitlally motivated by purely 
economic, aoctal, and wage grievances which only later developed tnto political 
demands (ideology wan excluded, in any event, one could aay that tdeology te 
dead in Central and Kaatern burope), 


Let us compare the two econombles --given the fact that Poland haw twice the 
area and more than twice the population, per capita nattonal revenue dropped 
in 1979 by 2 percent compared to 1978 (Coura rose by 2.7 percent). In Poland, 
heavy Industry ta offtetally favered over consumer and food production; con 
sequently, 40 percent of the nattonal revenue goes to food subsidies, Seventy: 
five percent of arable land ta tn the handa of private farmera who lack fertilizers 
and fodder concentrates to ratee production, tn addition, atate purchasing 
prices of agricultural producta are very low, Aa a result, moat of what the 
farmera produce, they use up themaelves tn one way of another Cour collectivi 
gation te almoat 100 percent, and the farmeara not only live well, but make a 
contributton to @octety), On top of thia, Poland exporta foodatulfa to the 
West in order to obtatn hard currency for meat (1), poultry, exgme, ete, 
Consequently, Poland tmports on the average 5 mililon tone of grain annually 
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(we owe ‘only’ 64 billion) wo that thie year Poland haw to make delt paymenta 

of 95,7 billtleon and 61,86 billion tn tnaterest paymenta, Wtoally, Poland hae 

the eighth highest military budget tn the world Cour wurely ‘honorable’ place ta 
unknown to me), 


In closing then, the Vollal worker end materially much worse off, while 
the lutelligentata enjoye wore tidividual treedow than extete here, What wit 
the Polleh development mean for uel Further tatenaificattion of the differences 
between the individual aoctallat countries (in Poland, free untone with the 

right to atrike, and tnereaved tafluence «| che ehurehy tn Nongary, @ funetloning 
economic reform and prowperous agrtoultore, to tomanta, conastderable tadepanden: eo 
In foreign affatra), helghtened nervousness on the part of the rulera, and 
possible participation in "fraternal ald," tf needed, The cautlous Creche 

(and Slov ae) who have an adequate supply of “matertal gooda" will hardly follow 
the example of thetr Pollah claana brothers, 


Age 47, former editor, now officer worker, expelled from the CPOZ, aympathiven 
with and helps Charter, but did not aign tr, 


The Polleh popular uprising againeat "Limited sovereigniy"” ta not only a cule 
mination of internal discord tn the Bastern Bloc, but alao the reeult of con 
tradicttona in thia divided world, Through this penetrating action, brought 
about by the hietorteally-ateeled self-esteem of tia working «lage, Poland haa 
thie summer entered a Kuropean--and perhaps world movement «@-in an important 
mmner, There are all tndicattona that the actton of the working clase reflects 
the Intellectual atmoaphere of the country, The character of penetrating and 
rational diacipline whenever it wae and ta needed, demomatraten the high degree 
of national, goetal, and spiritual untftcation of the natton th whose conse lousnens 
and gubconsctousness the bastc forces cementing national commnality, have not 
been deatroyed, Poland has a deep natural sense of tte nattonal belong, Thies 
works quietly under the surface of everyday atfatra and matures according to 

ite own lawe beyond the reach of any external power, no matter what Ite means 
and inatrumente. The ancient truth, ao Inclatvely expressed tn the notebook 

of Leonardo de Vinct, that “only a fool believes that a seed under the aurface 

is idle,” and the fact that the germinating seed will rise and break owt, 
tlluetrates that it ia impossible to suppress auch a process, All that mattere 
matures and prepares iteelf quietly, Thie te what the ekepttca and “pollticotana" 
of oppresatve power do not underatand, oth are dogmattata who belleve that 
total power ta absolute and self-eufficient, The tree which growe from the 

seed stands on top of millions of tiny roote tna the ground, Second by second, 
the seed hae quietly and uwnobservedly worked on thie masterpiece, The gardener 
knows and underetandsa this, the materiallat manipulator does not, 


It might appear that the continuing Pollet Summer tncereases international tenatons 
and threatens the possibility of war, | am convinced that Poland, through tte 
precious prudence offers quite the contrary -peacetul soluttone by magnantmounly 
offering and opening a peaceful road, It offers the posathility of a peaceful 
resolution of the choking Kastern knot, Politictans whom "fate" hae placed at 

the helm of opprenatve power, are confronted with a fateful queation: will 

you be capable of embarking on the road of a soctallam which te not ao reatrainad 
by a “untfled eyatem of power” that tt cannot breathe’ hey can even refer to 
Lenin on the renewed meaning of trade unions, The Pollah workers remectfully 
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invite those who are atill capable of it to abandon the road of power for power's 
sake, It te without doubt a highly diffieult ettuation for themeewalghted down 

by past miedeeds, fearful of having to anawer for them, concerned about loatng 
thelr lofty “aboveethe=people" perch, and eapectally fearful of loatng thelr 
epectal privileges, For many, their niche te the power atructure te all they have, 
Without it thay become nonentities, However, even in a hegemony, a regime ia not 
peopled by auch tndividuale alone, Therefore, the door which wae half-opened 

by the continuing Polleh Summer, provides encouragement and an offer of peaceful 
resolution of problems, Without auch a eenalble offer, the seeds would have to 
continue to grow under a hard surface and sooner or later would erupt, The 
ensuing unpredictable wave of vidence would no longer allow for peaceful aoluttons, 


Paradoxically, those who exert opprasaive power have long been apeculating on 
an internattonal acale that it will be che opponent who will provide concesstons 
for the sake of peace, They epaculate with world hope to maintain peace and 
justified fear of the destruction of the planet, They believe that they can 
uae force with tmpuntey and that thte will be tolerated tn the name of peace, 


Today's landlords and tenante in the houses of oppressive power in Poland wil! 
try tactlcos epeculating with the lasattude of people with reapect to thelr 
self-eateem, They will try to purchase lives for things. They are already 
trying to decteve the trusting and matertally-minded by focusing attention 

on the economy, ae if miatakes in the economy were the only cause of all problem, 
and as if correcting these miatakes could bring about a turn for the better, It 
has, however, long been known that the tnetituttonalized and firmly tmplemented 
"priority of politica over economy," in other words, the hegemony of power, 

in the real and fundamental cause of throttling people's aptritual activity 

and thus paralyatng national life, Focusing attention on the economy by people 
who belleve that the hegemony of power te everything, representa a conac tours 
politteal fraud, It ta behavior comparable to that of a criminal who poses aa 
a phyetctan and pumpa a trueting heart patient full of blood, while aseurtng 

him of raptd recovery. 


If the Raatern politictanea reject the offered peaceful road, and If the Weat- 
ern world remains satiafied with diplomatic protest, the magnanimoun Pollah 
peace tnitiative will be lost, A reallaetic possibility still extatea of averting 
thie alternative, Poland has demonstrated once again that the people are not 
just a dull mage which can be eastly manipulated. Poland hae achleved this 

by drawing on ita penetrating, all-untfying, national self-esteem, Age /0, 
university lecturer of soctal ectencesa--later etoker--former communtaet, 
signatory of Charter 77, 


The Polish Summer came 12 years after our Spring which itself occurred |/ years 
after the Budapest Fall. And again tt te the same atory, one country tries 

to do something and the others watch to see how {it comes out, Naturally, we 
are all excited (and T don't mean just “ue"), IT can tell by the formulatton 

of the comments where people got their information, they ait by their radios, 
having realized that something ise going on, that hiletory has not come to a halt, 








All thle te impo tant, no matter how Lt comes out , [ particularly enjoy meet lag 
those whe, with a certata amount of condescenaton, Llaten to my prognoattoat tons 
and way “yea, that sounda good, nevertheless, things are here to atay for the 

nent 50 yeara,” We attll think tn habitual cliches, we refuse to accept the 

fact that sleeping hiatory hao a habit of suddenly waking up and presenting ua when 
new, unexpected eventa, tLven though unexpected, t¢ lea alwaye only a link tn a 
chatn of soctal and economis changea which Lastern Murepe must ultimately ox 
perience, and T mean the Soviet Union aa well, Tt cannot be otherwiee, The Poles 
are acting ae If they wanted to conftrm an old Marxtat hope that the working clase 
can demand more than merely economte tmprovmenta, They put aatde tdeology and 
simply left the offtetal untons whieh, ae everyone knows, did nothing for the 
workers, Some day perhaps a mewhere tn Raatern Kurope everybody will reatgyn 

from the party, which will leave the Central Committee without any aubjecta to 

rule ove) If everything that wae promised tn Poland ta really tnatteuttonalleed, 
It will be the moat interesting polittieal theater ever, However, to allow a dual 
channel of power in our type of syatem seem to me somewhat abaurd. We all know 
where this duality led tn 1917, And Moscow has certainly not forgotten, But time 
marches inexorably on, According to the model created in 1968, the fraternal 
armies should have been tn Poland long ago. Only, tt te difficult to make thin 
deciaton, Such a move would be no leteurely stroll along roade where the only 
problem wae the absence of directional tndtcatorna, Formally, of course, there are 
mny differences which tn a acholarly diecusaton could favor the Poles. The party 
had allegedly committed no errora, which ta conftemed by the fact that tt ta the 
workere who revolted, And the party hae offered no constructive suggestlons for 
conceptual reform, and that ta why tt ta where tt tain taolatton behind a barrter 
of no-confidence, Thia certainly muat make tt look good in Meacow. Who can hold 
it againat the Polish eatablteahment that tt borrowed money from the Weat when 
everybody tw doing te? The only thing that Moscow can hold againat them ta that 
they had allowed it to go too far, that they were too liberal, that the security 
apparat had grown lazy, and that thie ta no way to go about anything, Our cops 
must certainly be wondering, What about thie Walesa, why didn't you know about 
him? We know about everybody, We would have called him in long ago and If, after 
friendly chate, he did not recant, we would have given him the opportunity to ponder 
independent untons in a correctional tnetitutton. Thie will certainly be the 
lesson here and the training facilities of the Mintetry of Interior will be teeming 
with new rows of apprentice cops, The Polieh evente will intensify the fear of 
necessary economic reforma which would bring higher prices, leas state subsidizatton, 
and even a semblance of less centralized management. Quite simply, the in- 
sensivity of power--now uaing quite unacceptable jargon--will deepen. Within the 
framework of exteting ideology, it ta no longer possible to achleve any concensus 
of people and government, and promises of a shining tomorrow will no longer be 
accepted, In Czechoslovakia, the people have decided long ago to say “the hell 
with the regime," ae long as the regime talke to them as it does. 


As we, of course, know, Poland haa ite pecullarittes, but I belleve we tend to 
exaggerate the materialiat wttvatton of the Poliah events. Those who shauld 

know tell ua that, in comparteon with our situation, the Polish problems did not 
appear quite #o bad, Other things were involved, a decade of Clerek's rule 

which allowed much broader articulation of grievances and ratsed tntellectual 
self-eateem inthe nation, notably among workers who then showed the world something 
reminiscent of the old workers legends, Without doubt, the Polish church has also 
played a role as an integrating element, which t# something of a surprise in the 
20th century, and which te miseing here, Our intellectual Liberalium which (s 
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widespread, nevertheless, has a narrower base than that, Our Church haw in ite 
official image not been activiat and, ae a reault, has tte own diaaidenta, which 
has never been the case in Poland, 


I am curious to see how we all digest thie Polish phenomenon, eapectally how the 
Soviets digest it, They, at least in their propaganda, attll cling to senile 
dogma we knew in the 1950e--do not try to tell ua that tt ta the workers who are 
doing all this, somebody muat have organized it, some antisoctallat forces muat 
have participated, What they are really saying ia "we know the workers, they are 
too stupid to demand independent untons and abolition of censorahip, What difference 
would that make to them, they only read the sports page for the scores and to 

wee if their number came up in the soccer pool.” Thus the Soviets demonstrate 

how they really feel about workers, Under the circumatances, being a party 
propagandiat must be a tough job. The new secretary, Kania, sounda like Dubcek 

12 yeare ago, or like Smrkovaky, who said that the party must again become a mother 
in whom one can trust, It seems to be that thie te a little late, The Poles 
prefer to believe the Father in Rome, 


Gierek will follow the path of many party leaders beofre him, heart attack, 
eritictem, oblivion. They all remind me of Faust--give me riches and power and 
I'll survive hell somehow. It ts moral penury which ta reflected in the atate 

of the country. They preach humaniem, yet act before the whole world Like a pack 
of hungry wolves. As long ae the leader ts on his feet, they all fawn over him, 
As soon as he breaks a leg, they tear him to pleces, I heard that before the 
price increase, Glerek phoned all the regional secretaries and asked them how the 
people will react. With exceptions, they asaured him that the people were totally 
devoted to the party and therefore would underetand the need for higher prices. 
Obviously they thought that wae what he wanted to hear, And now they are ready to 
tear him to pleces, espectally his former flatterers, Not even Mao escaped a 
similar fate--a fate which awatts them all, Brezhnev, as well as Husak., Perhaps 
they think thei: case will be different, besides, it doean't matter if, after 
we're dead, someone curses our name, we will not be there to hear it. 





I was quite curtous to see how the Weat would handle this Polish unpleasantness 
because, all else aside, for that desatrable stability, it ia definitely un- 
Pleasant, Just so the Poles don't threaten detente! They also have a tough 

job, the European statemen and Carter, but they can probably hardly act other- 
wise. Sometimes I imagine that we are all packed into one building and are 
trying to live in a decent, orderly fashton. The place, however, ta also in- 
habited by a ruffian bully who never cleans up, leaves a mesa behtad him, tgnores 
house rules, is loud and drinks. However, he is very strong, unpredictable, 

and has fits of depression and rage. I[t is better to clean up after him, not 

to provoke him with critictam, fix his supper and leave it on the stove, 
Otherwise, he might become infurtated and break up everything, and maybe even 
destroy the foundattons of the whole building under whose wreckage all of the 
tenants would perish. There ts probably no other way to handle such a situation, 
except hope that one day be might feel some shame and become a more acceptable 
dinner partner. He still mumbles in that strange jargon of his, but that must 

be disregarded. We had a tough childhood and it ta difficult to expect him to 
use a knife and fork at the table. 


It would be wise to avold any illusions that the situation ta not that bad, that 
some sort of atomic cage exists tn which the bully will become more doctle. This 
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le an extremely perilous thought, For we must know that the bully couldn't 

care leas about order in our building, that lt ta tn no way clone to hia heart, 
and that he likes to live the way he does, It le posatble, however, that if 
someone offered him a toothbrush and an interesting book, he might atart bruahing 
hin teeth and even read the book, 


The other day I eaw Brandt on television dlecusseing thla subject with reporters, 
He didn't say it exactly as T have, but he lv an intelligent and impressive 
fellow, And he te right when he saye that a certatn relative emanctpatton had 
occurred in Eastern Europe as a result of a reasonable Oatpoltittk, and that even 
the Polleh awakening ta its consequence, When we come right down to Le, Lt La 
not a queation of who sete a trap for whom, but the queation of llfe or death 

of natlone. Tt te enough to drive one cravy each time reason encounters the wall 
of ideological ignorance, but that, I suppose, te the fate of reason, T am atill 
not quite certain whether the Amertoans are capable of understanding all thie, 
When [T hear Reagan talk about reatoring American greatness, I say to myself, damn 
it, what do they get out of this greatness? Just another ideology, Aren't they 
already big enough? I do underetand that they are offended by the way they have 
been treated by Iran, They should, of course atart thinking about why it ts 
posatble that thie rich country evokes almost mantacal hatred in certaln natlona, 
and that often they provide these maniacs and demagogues with an ideal Lightning 
rod for euch orgiastic festivities of popular hatred and rage, They have tt 
better with the Russtans, who basically admire and envy the Awertcans. This they 
didn't know? They should send thelr politictans on some sort of schooling tn 
Europe, because all the confrontation to which they are subjected tn the world 

ie really of European deviation and, therefore, tt can only be understood from 
here. Age 50, journalist, presently warehouseman, expelled form the CPCZ, 
Charter 77 signatory, lives in Brno, 


Example, possibility, method, But I am not sure it te applicable here. 
Probably not. Compared with Poland, our people are relatively well off. Age 
41, economlat, 


It ie encouragement which evokes hope in people. However, at the same time, 
people are ekeptical and believe that, in the end, it will disintegrate and 
nothing will come of tt. Then the prevalent conviction that nothing can be 
done, will be confirmed, On the other hand, should it succeed, people would 
lose that excuse that nothing can be done. One effect of the Polish events Is 
already felt here. Great numbers of people have begun listening to the Voice 
of America, London, etc. 


Age 37, former journalist (woman) now employed in VTET. 

In Poland, the worker's movement curtailed the excesses of the government in a 
manner which pute fear into our own leaders. It t# also proof that united 
popular action can successfully oppose power, that power ts not tnvinctble, 
Therein lles a certain hope for us. 


Age 36, attorney (woman). 
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The current trend toward dlatntegration in our economy will reaule in the same 
problema and will encounter the same barriera aa in Poland, Typical in thie respect 
la the failure of economic relationahipa and thelr replacement with personal 
Contacte, The Pollah solution of economic and social probleme representa an 
example for our workera=-and perhaps even for the intellectuals here, 


Age 51, economiat, 


These queationa reached me at a time when our household ta examining for the 
second time, this time not hurriedly, Lederer's Book of Conversations with 
Friends, It might be useful to quote briefly that Hangelka and Zikmund told 

him: "We do not presume to claim that a pluraldat ayatem would resolve the 
long-term needa of our country. Bestdes, a pluraliet syatem can exist even 
without political parties, Various etrata of soctety will have thelr influence 
on further development, tnfluence commensurate with thetr practical partictpatton 
in thie development." Very aimilar words were spoken at one time by Andrey 
Sakharov, I personally wish that what they sald were true, even though I am not 
convinced that it ts, I think that te de Poland ttself which can anawer certain 
questions, Free trade untona, with other organizations which will become more 
independent, can create a aituatton which the two world travelers and the 
academician had on their minde--opportunity for free expressaton for the people 

in a soclaliet soctety, That, of course, atill does not fulftll the criterta 

for democracy, but ta ta getting ao close that a man who emphasizes both democracy 
and socialiem, one who bellevesa that soctaliam when it faces the queation of 
freedom owes nothing to ite real opponents, but only to itself, could in time 
feel that a change has occurred under which one could, by and large, live with 
dignity. 


This ta, of course, a highly optimietic alternative with little chance of 
realization, There are many other posaibilitiesa--rapid reversal under the 
intervention, or threat of intervention, by tanks, or a slow wearing off 
followed by a slow return to the old conditions, as demonstrated by Gomulka in 
the period 1956-70, Or, everything will be realized, and then suddenly it will 
become clear that freedom is indivisible, that it either extata or it doesn't, 
In that case freedom will vanieh again, 


And the influence on developments here? Many people believe that If our current 
state of relative impoverishment becomes absolute, something similar could occur 
even here, I am not quite sure, since the old saying “Poles are not Czechs" 
which sprang up in Poland in 1939, and was much repeated 17 years later, does 
have a certain validity. Much will depend on what the Poles really achieve, Our 
leadership has been handed a rare opportunity for which it should thank fate 

on ite knees--avert a crisis, without strikes and other upheavals, even perhaps 
without formal institutional changes, by moving in the directton toward which the 
Poles have embarked. For this, however, they would need certain minimal values 
of intelligence and morality which, IT am afraid, are probably missing, Consequently, 
it is much more likely that the regime will order registration of sewing machines 
to prevent manufacture of armbands to identify members of strike committees, 








Age 45, office worker, never a member of the CPCZ, identifies with Charter 77, 
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Recent events in Poland represent a aignificant change in the political and 
economic syatem, Syatemic changes are brought about either by evolution (which 
iw not the Polish tradition) or by purposeful activity by people who are sauftl- 
clently motivated for it, For this reason, the queation whether the eventa in 
Poland can influence developments in Czechoslovakia, 18 in fact a queatio, of 
whether or not euch motivation extete here at thie time, 


When someone tries to change a system it ia because he ta dissatiaified with 

it, and his dissatisfaction must reach beyond a certain point, The political and 
economic system has several facets with which we can or cannot be satiafled, One 
can, for example, be dissatitaified with the system's cultural policy, yet have 

no objections to the way the economy is managed, etc, Satisfaction, or rather 

the measur of dissatisfaction with the regime, depend in individual and social 
groupings on their set of values, This means that some would "forgive" the regime 
that it is difficult to find meat or garlic, but cannot "forgive: the fact that 
the regime has destroyed the nation's culture and continues to do so, that decent 
literature is avallable only in typewritten copies, etc. 


Even we cannot be satisified with the economic situation, or rather with ita 
reflection in the market place, and it is quite easy to visualize that, given the 
inertia of the economic system, it will become much worse, Relatively apeaking, 
the situation is much more serious in culture, in the area of human and civil 
rights and associated excesses by the police, and inthe overall moral decline 

of society. If development similar to that in Poland should occur tn Czechoslovakia, 
it would similarly have to be the workers who would take the lead, T belleve, 
however, that in the above-mentioned set of values, the material level of our 
living standard has not yet dropped so far as to provide the motivation for action 
which would lead to changes in the system, Those population groups which are 
strongly motivated for such action because of the catastrophic altuation in the 
other (noneconomic) features of the system, are much too well watched by the 
regime police. 


In order to become inspired by the Polish development we need, in addition 

to sufficient motivation, the necessary information on the true state of affaira, 
According to my estimate not based on any concrete data, I am afraid that the 
vast majority of the population does not seek such information and la aimply 

not interested in its environment. Therefore, I see nothing which would indicate 
that the current Polish efforts could"infect" Czechoslovak society as well, ‘This 
makes the nervous reaction of the regime to any trace of popular interest In 
Poland seem even more irrational. It is paradoxical that, if we come right 

down to it, it is only representatives of the regime onvarious levels who are 
motivated to act (negatively) under the influence of the Polish events. Only they 
are sell informed and know the real state of the economy with ita stagnating 
trends. Only they can, or should, see that that without intensive and effective 
improvement (the "Set of Measures" may perhaps be a small step on a long road) 

in all spheres of the system, motives might appear sooner or later among our 
industrial workers to seek remedial action, 


Age 48, economic researcher, never a member of the CPCZ, sympathtzea with the 
Charter and associates with some if ite signatories. 
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Tite summer's events in Poland are of great tatereat to ua, net only becaune 

we are neighbors and because our netghbora’ victory or poasthle defeat will have 
consequences here, but alao because of the great almilartty with 1968, ven many 
people who normally do not care about politteal matters, show great tatereat, 
expressions of agreement and hope that “they'll make tc," with pratee that they 
are doing tt with intelligence, deliberatton and without needless provocation of 
the Soviet Union, It ta really surpriatng how prudently and diplomatically-= 
without chetorle and hyatertas-all the representatives of the Pollah progresalve 
movement have acted, People liatentng to them underatnad, they are not calling 
for atrong words, they do not yearn for revenge, to which thay certatualy would 
have every right, 


Personally, I have great admiration for this prudence, functtonal taternal 
divcipline, unity, and tactt understanding between the Poltah natlon and ita 
spokesmen, At the same time, T wonder whether thie ta precisely where we erred, 
and what we paid for tn 1968; namely, that we voiced our opinions too loudly 

and too explicitly. The prudence that we see today wan probably lmpowntble tn 
Czechoslovakia then ainee, unlike the workers in Poland, many of the proponents 
of change were people of the aame “politteal faith" aa the leadership, The 
progressive ones had no chotce but to separate themelves from the others by 
atrong critical atatements, ae well as verbal attacks on the sacred aymbolea of 
the system and thus gain the needed prestige among the people, Unitke tn Poland, 
we had no second team of ladera previously untainted by tavolvement tn the 
establishment, Had we then had at our head people Like Hejdanek, Relchert, 
Benda, or Havel, no one would have suspected them of comlictty with the Novotny 
regime and they would have had no need to convince anyone by flatant rhetorte 
which trrtated the Soviets, 





Another difference | aee ta that the Poles had the church and even other of fletal 
organizations which were not totally conformtat and which they could, and do, 
rely on. Czechoslovakia, as a religtously and nattonally differenttlated atate, 
unfortunately does not have as good a chance to achieve unity aa do the Poles, 

In the only thing tn which we can really untte (probably tneluding President 
Husak) ia the averston toward the USSR and the Red Army which has ensconced ttaecll 
on our territory. And that ta a slogan with which one cannot operate today tn 
public, Before another 12 yeara go by and the time comes for revolt here, perhaps 
we will have learned from the Poltah example and be better prepared, or at least 
as wel’ as they were, Secretly IT hope that the acceleration tn time, which ts 
typical of modern history, will apply here, and that the Poles will have 
contributed to it In great measure. If they succeed tn keeping at least hall of 
what they have gained so far on paper, tt will be enough to bring about a brighter 
atmosphere throughout the Eastern bloc. 


Age 43, woman biologist, normally employed, did not atgn Charter 77. 


The Poltah events will not maintain a long-term progresatve tendency, What 
happens in Poland ts not dectded by the Polish people or even the party, but by 
Moscow, The USSR is atrong enough to have tts own way in the end. Nevertheless, 
Il belleve it was time for someone to be clearly heard tn the Soviet bloc, even 
though he was driven to it more by economic penury than anything elae. Moscow 
will probably have a differentiated approach to Poland, a sort of Polish sape- 
clfteity, eapectally with respect to the economy, made attractive for the other 
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soctaliet atates, However, tt will definitely not mean basic changes, but rather 
a kind of internal modification of the Moscowerecoguired model of soctal tam, 


The Poliah expertence ita not transferrable to us because the movement there Ie 
based on a different foundation than would be the case here, Natlonaltem plays 
an enormus role, the case of the Polteh "August" te in fact a matter of a 
national Liberation etruggle, Tn our country, national sentiment is negligible, 
Furthermore, the Poles have strong tlee to the church, which for a long while 
has served as a balance (untmaginable here) to the ruling party, Another 
contributing event .# the election of Karol Wojtyla as pope, because in his 
person the national and Catholic forces merged tn auch a way that even the 
offtetal power structure had to respect it, 


Age 27, we an who works in the area of human sclences, 


It te all very aice, but it has no chance to succeed, They'll give them some- 
thing now, watt until the euphoria and momentum ebb, and chen begin tightening 
the screw again. They will bribe offictale of the new unions, Those who would 
not allow themselves to be corrupted will end up tn jail. No one can really 
belleve that inanother year the workers will etrike again because of some 
independent untonse. The motivation of the events of today ta obviously economic. 
It will be enough to raise the living standard a bit, and that will be the end 
of the etrikes, 


Ae far as we are concerned, I expect rather negative effects. The regime will 
get tougher in terme of harrassing people, and we will be the ones to pay for 

a better standard of living in Poland, To think of strikes here ta pure non- 
sense. There is hardly a single individual in this system who has not stolen 
something, bribed someone, acquired something tllegally, or broken some law 

or regulation. They have something on everyone, or they'll find it. Everyone 

ie aware of thie and therefore will take no risks. In Poland where there is 
nothing to eat, the situation ie quite different, They have nothing more to lose, 


Age 30, waiter. 


I consider the events in Poland important and instructive not only for the Poles 
themselves, but for the other soctaliat countries as well, The following are my 
reasons: 


l. Next to the etate and party apparat, police and army, t.e., the establishment 
which heretofore has had a monopoly position in both economic and political 
affaires, another political force has constituted iteelf (at least I hope so) 
representing different interests from the ruling establishment. Thus we see a 
polarization of political and economic forces in society, which creates room for 
the birth of at least minimal political life as we know it in the Western 
democracies. 


2. The Polish August and ensuing events appear to be to be autonomous and original 
workers’ action, t.e., pressure “from below," as opposed to our 1968 when the 
initiative stemmed largely “from above" from the reform communists, publicists, 
and writers. The activity of the ordinary people as then limited to following 
events in the information media, and did not consist of independent action in 
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defense of thelr own tntereata, Vor thle reason | belleve that the Pollah 
“Auguet” will reatat much better the conservative elements tn Poland and even the 
foviet Union, than wae the case with the Prague Sprlog, ln Caechoslovakla all 
that wae needed was to replace the taltiatora in of ftelal atructures (party, 
utate apparat, intormation media) and ordinary people reacted only by atopping 
to read the papers, tn Poland, they keep replacing one offictal after another 

in the power atructure and fundamentally tt will change nothing, Tf they touch 
the independent unions, they are faced with a etrike, 


Can we expect something aimilar here! | don't know the altuation among our 
workers, but ay subjective view ta that we cannot, at least not in the neat 
future, The dectstve factor te the Living standard, If our atanderd alnke as 
low ae the Pollah, and thie te unlikely, then we can undoubtedly expect a 
wimtlar reaction here, 


Age 35, computer techntctan, 


Through thelr atrike the Pollsh workers stood up to the establiahment, which reveal- 
ed «a longehushed-up reality. On one hand there are those who have nothing 

but their capacity to work which they are renting out, On the other hand there 

in the etate and party apparat, whitch uneontrollably and trreaponathly dlaposes 

of the so-called atate property and willfully decides how to allocate the product 
which tt has not produced, The atrike, tn practical terme, revealed the old 

new antagoniem between monopoly ownere of the means of production and those who 

are working for them, Marx would aay there ta nothing new under the gun, And 

yet there ia, The workers’ movement te not led by athetatic Marxtata, but by 
Chrtettan Catholtea, 


it te the demand tor tndependent untona and the right to atrike which are ao 
important, For thia ta the expresaton of a visceral lack of confidence tn the 
state politteal and tntereat tnatituttona, in thetr willingness and abliity to 
resolve the workers’ probleme with justice, This pits power agatnat power, 

The atrength of the workers ta tn the atrike, the atrength of the party ollgarety 
isn in the politteal poltee and alao tn the allled armies, The result of thin 
confrontation ta a compromise which te certatniy better for the workers than 
they would have gotten had they rematned passtve, 


Wherean the capttal lat system based on private ownership ta the baste of plurallot 
democratic pollttleal systema, monopoly state ownership haa become the foundat lon 
of totalitartan dictatorahipsa, There are debates about who tol luenced more the 
totaltitartan character of real soctallem whether tt was the cultural and 
politteal backwardness of the USSR which, of ocurse, has the dectatve volce in 
real soctallem, or whether tt te the tmminent character of soctallam aa such, 
The Polish events could provide some anawers to thie question, atinee they 
represent a atep toward the deatructtion of the monopoly characters of a 
totalttartan ayatem, In other words, they are certatnaly generating sertous 
apposition net only tn thetr own offtetal etructures, but In Moscow tteell, 

A politteal force ta being conatituted which represents a counterbalance to the 
eatablieshment, This resurrects polttteal Life which up to now had been deadened 
by the ruling power. Thies te not to say that it provides hope for the creation 
of a plurallat polltteal system atmilar to that tn the Weat, tt te much mre 








likely that there will be a aort of bipolar pollitteal aphere which ta tte 
infttal caw tnearmation will reflect the basle diviatona of the populatton 
wider real eoctaliam, t.e., the privileged ollgarchy and the working plebelane, 


Would something Like thie be possible in the COMR’ Basically, certatoly yee, 
sluce Caechoslovak soctety ta almllariy divided, The antagontattco character 
of our soctety haw to lead somewhere tn the political arena, The question ta 
only how Long the external factora, auch ae colonial auppresaion by the UNOK, 
ideology, politteal pollee, harrasement of opponenta, Living atandard, ete,, 
will prevall over the t[nternal contradict lous tn which our aoctety haw been 
tossed about, how long the external factora will be able to supprean thene 
contradictions, There te a large body of opinion on thie aubject to the effect 
that the eited external factore, eapectally the pressure from the USSR, are ao 
overwhelm’ ¢ that everything te loet beforehand and nothing really matters, 
Thte Tr jeet, An tudividual alwaye imagines that something brand new and under 
our conditions a etrike would certainiy be that) te hopeless, Thie In because 
the individual himeel! haa not yet become an active partictpant tn the attempt 
and therefore he cannot vieuallee that the altuatton could tndeed change, 

that he himself could change (tt, Thte te quite natural because only practical 
experience (in our case a atrike) will show what the altuation really ta, Ii 
is mainly « matter of overcoming the torpor, skeptictam, and what I would call 
exietenttal sournesa which bind our hands, For tt da becoming tncreasingly 
clear today that we atmply must restet thie regime, Otherwise, our Life will 
cease to have any meaning at all. 


Age 25, atudent of economy, 
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CARCHOBLOVAKIA 


BKIEPS 


AGREEMENT WITH ALGERLAN UNION@-Prague, 16 Feb (CTK)<-An agreement extending 
cooperation between the Central Counetl of Trade Unions of Ceechoslovakia 
and the General Union of Algerian Workere (UGTA) wae aligned here today by 
Villam Kowlk, secretary of the Central Counet] of Trade Unions, and 
Moustapha Boudin, UVOTA national secretary, The agreement concerns further 
exchange of information on the activity of trade union organiaationa of the 
two countries, coordination of atanda in international actions, aw well as 
the exchange of official and atudy delegations of the trade union federa- 
tions, branch unions and other trade union bodies, (Text) [Prague CTK 

in tnglieh 1721 GMT 16 Feb 41 LD) 


VISTT ING YEMENT POLITICLAN@oM, Stepan, chairman of the International 
Students Union (ISU), yesterday met in Prague with A, Hamdani, Polithureau 
candidate member of the Socialiat Party of Yemen Central Committee, They 
exchanged views on certain tasues of the international youth and atudent 
movements and on the Increasing tension in the area of the Arab peninaula, 
The Yemeni guest highly appraised the results of the Lith ISU Congress, 
which establieah a foundation for the masses’ effective joint actions 
againet the plane of itmpertaliam and reaction in the area, ([bratislava 
PRAVDA in Slovak 6 Feb 81 p 2 AU) 


DIL. KGATION FROM YEMEN--Tomas Travnicek, deputy chairman of the COSK's 
National Front Central Committee, met the delegation of the National 
Demcratic Pront of the Arab Republic of Yemen in Prague on 6 February to 
discuss the position and role of the CBGR's National Front in the 


Caechoslovak political ayetem and the aituation in the Middle Kast, [lrague 
RUDE PRAVO in Caech 7 Feb 61 p 2 AU) 
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GHRAMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


CHURCH, SED SEE PROBLEMS IN CATHOLIC-ATHRIST MARRIAGRS 
Hast Berlin BRGRGNUNG Vol 20 No 10, Oct 80 pp 8-10 


[Article by Egbert Brock; "Ideological Coexistence in Marriage? Marital Problema 
Between Catholics and Athetete") 


[Text] What priest does not know thie problem, and how many parents must bear it, 

@ young person, raised in the Catholic faith, makes the acquaintance of a partner 

to whom church and faith are unknown phenomena because the partner was brought up 

ae an athetat, What should one do? Should one advise againat thie relationship 

or even forbid it (either course would not have much chance of success, in any case), 
should one accept it quietly, or even advise in favor of it? These are questions 

~ occur every day and touch equally young and old, priests and those immediately 
affected, 


The degree to which questions of thie kind influence especially the young people of 
our country, and demand anewers, te illustrated by the fact that JUNOR WELT, the 
offtetal newapaper of the FD) Central Council, in ite 16 July tesue published a 
letter from «a reader and an anewer which deal precisely with this problem, A 
young man who wae rateed as an athelet and ta willing to join the SED makes the 
acquaintance of « (hriatian girl to whom faith and church obviously have great 
meaning, and who ta not willing to give them up. Should the two be married? 


The newspaper's anever, given from the Marxiet point of view, should provide food 
for thought for Catholic young men and women ae well as adult Catholics, In this 
anewer, we shall disregard the use of the term “atrict believer" and reject the 
identification of Chriatianity with an tdeallaetic world view and in turn ask whether 
Chrietianse do not aleo stand up for « quick and lasting change in the world tn the 
direction of progress, and we shall reject the statement that true partnership 
"presupposes decisive actions by only one of the partners'’~-but the aspect that 

has become the focal point of the matter appeare to be identical with the point 

that the church hae emphasized again and again: common world views are the moat 
important components of a lasting and happy marriage, 


The author of the JUNOE WELT article, Jutta Reach-Treuwerth, emphasizes firat: 

"| econetder agreement in world view mattere a truly essential condition of a happy, 
lasting partner relationship.” A similar position ta stated in two documents 

publ tehed by the pastoral synod of the GDR jurtadiction bezirks, In the document 
‘Preparation for Marriage” (to be referred to here briefly ae "Marriage Preparat ton") 
number 28 atates: “Kecause marriage te « relationship for the entire life, tt 
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demande agreement in many detalle regarding the world view and apirtit which are to 
determine family life,” The document "Aceente of OChriatlan Life in Marriage and 
Vamily" (Cbetefly: "Marelage") says tn thie connection; “In a marriage between a 


Catholic and « non-bellever agreement on religtoue matters and therefore an eaeent tal 
element of thetr unton te alaatiy." 


Marxiat and Catholte thinking therefore eater Lo ene tapertant polnt, And the 
reasons given in PNG WELT are likewlee logical: "Gommon opinions and practices tn 
the detatie” of family life are important. The author atates emphastioally that 
agreement polictes in soctety and atete «snot elaply be applied to marital life 
hecause atate and woctety give vroom to individuals to pursue consequen- 
tially their interests and thoughts, whereas thie to impossible in the family, And 
finally, the author pointe out correctly that the education of the children demande 
Clarity « views because children should not be objecta of “expertmentation to see 
whether father or mother hae the better eargumenta.” And alao: "Different views tn 
the education of the children,,.are important pointe of disagreement in a marriage 
hecause partners have the tendency to perpetuate themselves in thetr children." 

The anewer to the question raised in the beginning ts ae followa: "Simply to accept 
the other's point of view te not enough for a joint relationship... before long it 
could lead to 4 separate extatence for either one of the partnera, And this can 

no longer be considered the meaning of marriage." It hae already heen stated that 
the required measure of tolerance would end, in any case, in a compromine in which 
"one of the two partnera will have to betray himeelf,” 


hefore golnk into detatia on these pointe in the following observations, a few 
excerpts from the church documents mentioned above should here be quoted, The 
document on marriage states: “The joint expertences of life in marriage call for 
a unton in all of the partners’ life attuations and expertences,” (3) Furthermore: 
nity of faith “ts no guarantee for a harmontous marriage but it ta an important 
precondition and, at the same time, « good basta for the religious education of 
the children” (5), The document emphasizes in thia connection the danger of a 
betrayal of faith, "The Catholic partner might possibly find little understanding 
with hie partner for the life of hie faith, Prom thie may result the dangers of 

a reduction in the intensity of faith and of tndifference toward faith" (24), and: 
"Life certainly ta not easy for a Catholic with @ nonbelleving partner, and the 
danger certainly exiate of indifference and even betrayal” (37). In form of a aup- 
plement , the second document (Marriage Preparation) should again be quoted here: 
‘Ohriatian marrtage demands « spiritual life for two which can manifest iteelf in 
conversations about the faith, in joint prayer, itn joint preparation for the 
sacraments of penance and the euchariat” (9), And finally: “Joint faith te the 
foundation of @ Christian marriage, The synod challenges young Catholica to pay 
attention to their joint faith when choosing « marriage partner” (44), 


These are pointe of compartaon which make it clear that there ta skepticteam on both 
sides regarding the lasting quality and happiness of a marriage between one partner 
whe bee voluntartly accepted an athetet world view or has grown up knowing only 

th 1 of world view, and a Catholle whe wante to remain faithful to hie church 
and jive hie faith, On the other hand, one does not want to say an absolute no to 
thie kind of relationship, “It would be un-Marxiet, | would say, that a difference 
of opinion could not either change or at least influence a (partner's) world view,” 
saye JUNGE WELT, and the synod comments on thie point: “The marriage partnere 

will stress the joint qualities of « marriage and will reapect the partner's 
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dectstone in queations of falth of world view, In thie way, « marriage of thin blod 
can more and more approach @ comprehenaeive union, and can contribute to the @utual 
well-being of the partners” (marriage 25), So on either aide there te netther an 
abeclute no nor — positive recommendation, but rather @ sober and reallettc apprateal, 


In trying to summarize the three legit imate objections, we find three easent lal 


facta which are to be briefly thlustrated from the Catholic potnt of view, ae fol 
lows 


Ll, Viret, there are differences in questions that deal with marriage directly, 

Yor a Catholle, marriage te not only an agreement made before civil authortt tee 
which might be canceled under certain conditions, Mather, It le a aacrament given 
by the two marriage partners to each other, and it romaine tneoluble even tf « 
civil court should pase @ judgment of divorce, At the wedding, young people cer 
tainly do not think of divorce, eapectally since tn our eoctallat soctety a con 
acious effort te made to point out that both partnera will walk together through 
beautiful and difficult atretches in their life, and that diverce ta to be com 
sidered an exceptional case Which te abeolutely unavoidable, But we all know that, 
unfortunately, divorce cases are not rare, Vor «a Catholle, a civil divorce hae 
conaiderable consequences, The Catholic cannot be married tn the church for a 
second time, We has then the chotee between remaining single or otarting « laecond) 


civil marriage which the church will not recognise and which will mean exc lueton 
from the sacraments. 


There are aleo different opinions among Catholics and nonbellevers tn regard to 
abortion, which remains forbidden for Catholics, and to the meane and methode to 
prevent pregnancy; the encyclical HUMANAR VITAE should be called to mind at thin 
point, even if it te atill « matter of divided opinion for many theologtansa, 


The apectfic form of the marriage ceremony should aleo be ment toned at thie potnt, 
A Catholte quat give hie marriage consent in «a church tin front of a priest, Thin 
ie pointed out by the joint pastoral letter on marriage of the Catholic blehopa tn 
the GDR, written in 1977, However, can thie kind of ceremony be expected of som 
body who throughout hie life has had no connection with church of Chrtattantty, 
and who does not believe in « personal God and the ataston of the church? 


2. Probleme muat aleo be expected tn the actual form of family life, hie aay 
begin with participation tn Sunday church services, may continue tn the preparat ton 
and celebration of central Oiriettan feasts euch a0 Faster and OChitetmas, tent and 
Advent, and may aleo have effects om many other areas of Life euch an active par 
ticipation in partah life, pilgrimages of participation tn diecusstona on religious 
questions. Even if the nonbelleving partner te of good will, te will find tt dif 
ficult to be understanding again and again, and practice tolerance, eapertally tf 
he has completely different tdeas which he would like to have conetdered. Vor hin, 
Faster ta not the feast of the resurrection of the lard and Chitetman not the 
birth of Ohrtat, the croes of ashes and the Faster candle remain tno omprehenatile 
symbole to him. We will have no use for processions of palms and pllartmages, 


‘1, The greatest difficulttes, however, artee in regard to the education of th 
children. The JUNGE WELT author potnte thie out, too, The nonhelleving partnes 
will have no objections to having the children rateed aa Catholicon lat, dleregard 
ing the fact that thie may be objectionable to hia and that he may at « later t law 
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deciatona in questions of faith or world view, In thie way, a marriage of this kind 
can more and more approach a comprehensive union, and can contribute to the mutual 
well-being of the partners” (marriage 25), So on either aide there te neither an 
abeolute no nor « positive recommendation, but rather a sober and realietic apprateal, 


In trying to summarize the three Legitimate objections, we find three essential 
facts which are to be briefly tlluetrated from the Catholic point of view, aa fol- 
lows) 


lL, VFiret, there are differences in questions that deal with marriage directly, 

Yor a Catholic, marriage te not only an agreement made before civil authorities 
which might be canceled under certain conditions, Rather, it ise a sacrament given 
by the two marriage partners to each other, and it remains ineoluble even if a 
civil court should pase a judgment of divorce, At the wedding, young people cer-~ 
tainly do not think of divorce, eapectally since in our soctaliat society a con- 
actous effort te made to point out that both partnere will walk together through 
beautiful and difficult etretches in their life, and that divorce ta to be con- 
sidered an exceptional case which te absolutely unavoidable, But we all know that, 
unfortunately, divorce cases are not rare, For a Catholic, a civil divorce has 
considerable consequences, The Gatholic cannot be married in the church for a 
second time, He has then the choice between remaining single or starting a [second] 


civil marriage which the church will not recognize and which will mean excluston 
from the sacramentae. 


There are also different opinions among Catholics and nonbellevers in regard to 
abortion, which remains forbidden for Catholica, and to the means and methods to 
prevent pregnancy; the encyclical HUMANAE VITAE should be called to mind at this 
point, even if it ita atill a matter of divided opinion for many theologians, 


The apecific form of the marriage ceremony should aleo be mentioned at this point. 
A Catholic quat give his marriage consent in a church in front of a priest, This 
is pointed out by the joint pastoral letter on marriage of the Catholic bishops in 
the GOR, written in 1977, However, can thia kind of ceremony be expected of some- 
body who throughout hie life has had no connection with church or Christianity, 
and who does not believe in a personal God and the mission of the church? 


2. Problema muat alao be expected in the actual form of family life. Thin may 
begin with participation in Sunday church services, may continue in the preparat ton 
and celebration of central Chrtattan feasts such ae Easter and Christmas, lent and 
Advent, and may aleo have effects on many other areas of life such as active par- 
ticipation in parish life, pilgrimages or participation in discuastona on religious 
questions. Even if the nonbelieving partner ie of good will, he will find it dif- 
ficult to be understanding again and again, and practice tolerance, especially if 
he has completely different ideas which he would like to have considered, for him, 
Faster ta not the feast of the resurrection of the Lord and Christmas not the 

birth of Chriat, the croas of ashes and the Faster candle remain incomprehensible 
symbols to him. We will have no use for processions of palms and pilgrimages. 


}. The greatest difficulttes, however, arise in regard to the education of the 
children. The JUNGE WELT author pointe thie out, too. The nonbelleving partner 
will have no objections to having the children rateed aa Catholica but, disregard~ 
ing the fact that thie may be objectionable to him and that he may at a later t ime 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


KAST BERLIN ‘COMIC OPERA' PRODUCER REPLACED 
Frankfurt/ Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 24 Jan 81 p 10 
[Article by Gerhard Koch: "The Producer") 


{Text} When Joachim Hers was last seen in an official capacity in the FRG-<during 
the vielt of the Komiache Oper (Comic Opera--Kaat berlin opera company] to Wles- 
baden for the 1980 May Featival, the formerly exuberant man looked drawn, almost 
wasted, Late in Auguat the bomb exploded; the official GDR news agency, ADN, 
announced that Joachim Here had been relieved as director of the Komlache Oper tn 
Kast Berlin effective 31 January 1981, Werner Rackwits, GDR deputy minister of cul- 
ture, replaces him ae director; Harry Kupfer of the Dresden Staatsoper [State Opera), 
who Likewlee has been succesaful in the Weat, succeeds him as chief producer. in 
light of the not exactly abundant flow of official newa from Kast Berlin, Lt ta 
hardly possible to atate unequivocally whether Herz's departure from the Komlache 
Oper ta compulsory or voluntary. The Solomonic formula “in order to attend to other 
artiatic tasks” at least permitted the conclusion that Herz wanted to and/or was 
supposed to devote himself more to producing--Verdi's "Don Carlos" and Wagner's 
"Rienzi" at the Kast Berlin Deutache Staatsoper (German State Opera). 


So now Herz has offered hia last production at the Komiache Oper--Benjamin Britten's 
"Peter Grimes," Brilliantly succeseful as it was, one may well wonder why Herz 
chose this particular work for his farewell--whether he might not also have produced 
4 secret self-portrayal or even reckoning. A misunderstood eccentric and manic- 
depressive loner, the fleherman Crimes ia driven into teolation. Tough on himselt 
and others, he incurea guilt and finally salle into sulcide, Drawing a clear paral-~ 
lel would of course be abaurd, but Herg for hie part, if rumors are to be belleved, 
felt restricted by bureaucracy at the Komlache Oper and not apprectated as tar as 
hie esthetic concepts were concerned, le never was forgiven his occastonal criti- 
clam of a “sometimes too narrowly conceived realiam" and even of the "master Felsen- 
atein,” whose etudent and successor (1976) he had been after all. And, in turn, 
Here probably reacted at times with a touchy kind of sensitivity and rude arrogance, 


Facing him in hie dark Little room amid the labyrinthine building on Behrenstrasse, 
one immediately felt him to be a man of the theater utterly wrapped up in hla work, 
With Saxon loquactousnesa, he aldo talked honeatly about GDR bottlenecks and spoke 
enthustastically about hia work in the much-admired “Letpzig Ring" [Wagner's 

"Ring der Nibelungen"| and new plane of hia, Of course, he would also have liked 
to produce Wagner at the Komlache Oper, but the atate was too small and, of all 
things, in “Tristan,” the work that it just might be possible to stage there=-which 
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he had just played through again at the planow«he did not know what one could do 
ae a producer, 


Born in Dreadan in 1924, Here atudied piano and muate, tn 1951) he started aa a 
producer, and in 1953 he joined the Komiache Oper, where he became an asalatant 
to Felsenstein, In 1957 he went to Letpelg. Felaenatein'a work methods also bee 
came hie: thorough philological and historical research, a search for the orlgine 
al and new translations preceded long and extremely detailed rehearsals, If one 
has seen Herz's Leipzig "Xerxes" one knows how much antifeudal trony there La in 
Handel's operas, and "Butterfly," "Mahogonny" and “Lulu" were model productions. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATLC REPUBLIC 


WRITER MATTHIES' EMIGRATLON, CRACKDOWN ON LITERARY CIRCLES REPORTED 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German Vol 35 No 5, 26 Jan Al pp Al-82 


[Unattributed article: "Pain in the Album=--the GDR Authorities Stiffen Their 
Policy Toward Critical Writers, With Surveillance, Arrest or Expulsion") 


(Text) The German writer sarcastically asked hie authorities to economize. He 
could not underatand, wrote Rast Berlin writer, Frank-Wolf Matthies, 29, in an 
open letter on 9 January, why on him of all people it was "necessary to expend 
such an enormous amount of money and manpower." He was able to go through his pri- 
vate mail himself and did not need the aid of well-paid civil servants for it. 


The appeal remained unheeded, The GDR Minietry for State Security, to whose head, 
Erich Mielke, the Matthies letter was addressed, even reinforced the personne! on 
duty in the writer's neighborhood. 


"Like cockroaches" the STASI [State Security Service] would come from entrances in 
the neighborhood when he left his apartment at Lottumatrasse 23 in Prenzlauer berg 
in East Berlin to take a walk, Matthies eays, Friday the week before last he moved 
to Weet Berlin with his family. 


With their immense presence, the GDR authorities were trying to prevent what they 
coneidered a danger--the poetry readings Matthies had organized in his apartment 

since 1977. Often, in what Matthies calle “a kind of demonstrative solidarity," 

an audience of up to 70 would attend these affairs. 


Though private Literary circles, of which there are dozens in the GDR, were not 
accepted by the authorities, they were tolerated by them. They serve as a plattorm 
primarily for authors who, ostracized by state administrators of literature, do not, 
ae Mathies pute it, wish to “vomit their weltachmery into the poetry albums of |. 
creed opinion." 


Now apparently GDR writers are to be barred even from these few narrow areas of free 
space, According to Juergen Manthey, reader of the publishing house of Rowohlt, 
which brings out Matthies’ books, “for some months now, the hawks have been having 
the upper hand again in the processing of East German literature." 


When the protest writer Matthies and his fellow author Lutz Rathenow in October 1980 
prompted Guenter Grass, invited to attend as a listener, to recite from hls works 

in their circle, the STASI people went into action. A few days after Grasa' 
performance, the two were arrested for questioning and detained for 10 days. 
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A short time before that, Mlelke's shadowers had alao grabbed the young poet Thomas 
Kerwin, 19. Ute publlaher, ErnateRhelnhard Piper of Munich, auapectsa that one 

reason for the arrest was a recital by Erwin from hia works, acheduled to take 

place in the Austrian Embassy in kaat Berlin which had not been expressly authorized, 


The latest arreste reveal efforts by the Sky aceletly to apply article 219 (para- 
graph 2 subparagraph 2) of the GDR Penal Code, which had previously been applied 
rather loosely, Thies atring-pulling article introduced in August 1979 threatens 
GDR citizens with imprisonment of up to 5 years for engaging in any publ lehing 
abroad “that ta apt to harm GDR interests," 


Where the harm Lies ta difficult to determine, Released tn the meantime, Rathenow 
ie etill wetting for the indictment and trial, What he was afraid might happen, he 
had already mentioned in the title of hia book published in the FRG by Ullatetn in 
October 1980; "Mit dem Schlimmaten wurde schon gerechnet" |The Worat Was Already 
Expected To Happen], 


Erwin ("Der Tag will morgen bleiben" [The Day Wanta Tp Stay Tomorrow}]) te still in 
prison, His publisher le afraid that through demonstrative harshness the GDR author- 
{tles want to prevent the tranefer abroad of literary manuscripts, bypassing the 

state Copyright Office, 


Henceforth prose writer Matthies ("Unbewohnter Raum mit Moebeln" [Uninhabited Furnished 
Room|]) will no longer have to smuggle hie writings to readers of Western publishing 
houses, Prominent colleagues of his, such as Christa Wolf, Stefan Hermlin and Franz 
Fuehmann as well as Western diplomats, having put in a good word for the disaldent 

with the SED leadership, he managed to leave the GDR 16 January, accompanted by his 
wife, a slater-in-law and three children, 


For a half a year, Matthies had drawn an artist's subsidy of 250 Kast marks, but then 
he had fallen into disfavor among the state people in charge of literature because 

of his privately organized authors’ recitals, The authorization for him to leave 

the country came so unexpected that he hardly had time to dissolve his household. 


A dozen officials of the Ministry for State Security as far back as last November 
had hauled books, personal papers, phonograph records and tapes by the case from 
Matthies’ residence. 


Their confiscation came too late, however: his manuscript completed before his 
departure had already been sent by the author in bite and pleces to the FRG, 
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POLAND 





REGULATIONS ON MILITARY REGISTRATION ENACTED 
Wareaw DZIENNIK USTAW in Polish No 6, 7 Mar 80, pp 61-64 


[Text of DECREE OF THE MINISTERS OF NATIONAL DEFENSE AND INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
dated 11 February 1980; Passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface) 


[Text] Ain the matter of military registration duty and permite for temporary 
stay abroad and permits for a change of the place of reaidence by persona 
subject to military registration duty, / 


By the authority of Article 49, para 4, of the etat it dated 21 November 1967, 
pertaining to the universal duty to defend the Polisi: People's Republic (PRL) 
(DZIENNIK USTAW No 18, 1979, item 111), the following is being decreed: 


Chapter 1 
/General Regulations/ 


Para 1.1. The military regietration duty reete with persona who are subject 
to military service duty. 


2. The duty to obtain permission for a temporary stay abroad reatea with 
persons specified in regulations as betng subject to military service duty, 
this includes alternate conscription service and the basic orvice in civil 
defense. 


3, The requirement to obtain a military unit commander's permiasion for a change 
of residence rests with soldiers who have been released ahead of achedule from 
the basic military service with the condition they remain at the disposal of a 
military unit commander until such time ae they are transferred to the reserve, 


Para 2.1. The military registration duty includes: 


L) the general military registration duty; 
2) The particular military registration duty. 


2. The particular military registration duty is fulfilled independently of the 
general military registration duty, 
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Chapter ¢ 

/The general military regiatration duty/ 

Para 3.1, The following ace subject to the general wil itary regietration duty! 
1) males--beginning from the day of the proclamation of reglatration of pre- 
conesertpte, in the year in which they complete 18 yeara of age, until the 

end of the calendar year in which they complete 50 yeara of age, those in grades 
of warrant officers or comminatoned officera=-60 yeara of age. 

2) females transferred to reserve--beginning on the day which follows the day of 
the tranafor to reserve and until the end of the calendar year in which they 
complete 40 yeara of age, those in grades of warrant officers or comleatoned 
officera--50 yeara of age. 


2. Persons described in sectton 1 above are not subject to the general military 
regiatration duty {tf they: 


1) have been declared permanently unfit for military service by reason of thelr 
atate of health; 


2) are serving on active duty, 


3) are performing an alternate conacription service while billeted in barrackse- 
quarters or are serving tn a basic service in civil defense. 


Para 4.1, The general military regietration duty constate of: 
1) registration of arrival at a place of permanent residence; 


2) registration of arrival at a place of temporary reatdence of over 2 monthe' 
duration; 


3) registration of an extenston of temporary residence of over 2 monthe' 
duration; 


4) registration of a change of address of a place of permanent residence or a 
place of temporary residence of over 2 monthe' duration; 


5) registration of departure for a place of permanent residence; 

6) registration of departure from a place of temporary residence of over 2 months’ 
duration, if the departure of such place of residence occurs prior to the date 
reported during registration of arrival; 

7) reporting of a departure abroad for a temporary stay of over 2 months’ duration; 


8) reporting of a return from a temporary stay abroad of over 2 months’ duration; 


9) reporting of: 
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a) graduation from a vocational achool, intermediate achool, post-secondary 
achool or an tnatitution of higher learning; 


b) achievement of a skill title given to workers; 


¢) achievement of professtonal akille other than those awarded by schools 
described in subitem a) above, 


2, The general military regiatration duty will be performed as apectfied below: 


1) as in Section 1, items 1-8 above--together with those obligations of 
regietration resulting from the census regulations; 


2) ae in Section 1, item 9 abovee=by reporting the changes to the military 
recruiting office on whose rolle the pereon subject to the military regisetration 
duty te carried, 


Para 5.1. Reporting to a basic local office of the etate administration organ 
by persons subject to the general military registration duty of epecitfiled changes: 


1) those of Para 4, Section 1, item 1-8 above--will be done by depositing in the 
stated office of a filled out and signed prescribed form, using terme indicated 
in census regulations, and also by presentation of a military identity document 
or a certificate of reporting for a preconecription registration; 


2) those in Para 4, Section 1, Ttem 9 above--will be done by presenting in a 
military recruiting office a document certifying the change in ekill qualification 
or by sending a copy of the document by registered matl--within 14 daye of the 
change. 


2. Students and graduates of institutions of higher learning, who were subject 

to the particular military registration duty, when reporting changes referred to 
in Para 4, Section 1, items i-8, will additionally present a callup card to active 
military service--if the report of changes occurs between the day of receipt 

of such card and the day of reporting for long-term military retraining. 

Chapter 3. 

/The particular military registration duty/ 

Para 6. Persons subject to the particular military registration duty are: 

1) reservists who have white mobilization cards or white cards with a red stripe; 


2) atudents and graduates of inetitutions of higher learning, during the period 
from the day of assignment (to student category) to the day on which they are 
called to perform long-term military retraining. 


Para 7. The particular military regietration duty constats of reporting to an 
appropriate military recruiting office: 
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1) reglatration of arrival at a place of permanent reatdence or a place of 
temporary reatdence of over 2 monthe' duratton; 


2) vegtiatration of a change of address for a place of permanent realdence or a 
place of temporary reatdence of over 2 montha' duratton; 


}) regtetration of departure from a place of permanent reatdence or a place of 
temorary residence of over 2 monthe' duratton; 


4) regteatration of departure froma place of permanent residence to a place ot 
temporary residence of over 2 monthe' duration and the return from thie temporary 
reatdence; 


5) regtet sttion of departure abroad for a temporary atay of over 2 montha and the 
return from euch atay, 


Para 8.1. The partloular military regietration duty ts performed in person at 

the military recruiting office, correaponding to the heretofore occupled place 

of permanent residence or place of temporary reatdence of over 2 montha' duration, 
by turning tn a ftlled-out form «prior to the accomplishment of the general 
military regtetration duty, 


2. The reporting of apecitfied changes by persona subject to the particular 
military regtiatration duty! 


1) those in Para 7, tteme 1 and 2--should be reported before 4 daya have elapeed 
since the change occurred; 


2) those tn Para 7, Item J--should be reported at the latest on the day of 
regiatration of departure; 


5) those in Para 7, (tema 4 and S«-should be reported at the latest on the day 
of departure and within 2 daya from the day of return, 


3. At the time the forma are turned in, the military identity document must also 
be presented, The military recruiting office will then perform appropriate 
annotations tn cases of a regtatrattion of departure from a place of permanent 
residence, or temporary reatdence of over 2 montha' duration, or when reglatering 
an arrival at auch reaidence, when such changes cause achangeof recorded enrollment 
in a military recruiting office, 


4. In cases where the recorded changes do not cause a change of recorded en- 
rollment in a military recruiting office, the office to which such changes have 
been reported will execute a form apecitfied in Section 1, above, indicat ing 

the fulfillment of obligation under the particular military registration duty-- 
with the purpose of depositing the form at the local basic atate admintatrat ton 
organ office corresonding to the new location of regtatratton. 


Para 9%. To a person who reported in for the purpose of compllance with requirements 


of the particular military regtatration duty che military recruiting office 
will: 


5) 








1) relmburee transportation expenses to the place of reglatratlon and return to 
4 place of permanent realdence ov temporary residence of over 2 monthe' duratton; 


2) lusue, when requested, a certifleate which will serve to confirm a valid 
excuse for abaence from work and safeguarding @ right to be patd for time lout 
at thelr place of employment, 


Para 10.1, The partloeular military regletrattion duty of reaerviata, referred 

to tn Para 6, Ltem |, contains addittonally a requirement of notifying the commander 
oft the military unit to which they have received a mobiileation allotment, of any 
departure for a period th excess of 24 hours, from a place of permanent realidence 
or a place of temporary realdence of over 2 montha' duration=«1f the commander 

will recommend to them that auch duty be fulftllied, 


2. The netifteattion will be performed tn a manner destgnated by the military 


unit commander, 
Chapter 4, 
/Obtatning permite for a temporary atay abroad/ 


Para ll.tl. The duty to obtain permission for a temporary satay behind La being 
levied upon! 


1) consertpte who as yet have not been conscripted; 


2) consertptea who have been deatined to perform baste military service, alternate 
consertptton service or baste service tn civil defense; 


1‘) woldters dlacharged from baste allitary service and conscripts discharged 
drom alternate conscription service or baste civil defense service--wlthout being 
transterred to the reserve; 


4) students and graduates of t[netitutions of higher Learning: 


a) called to pertorm a short-term allttary retraining; 
b) designated to perform a long-term military retraining; 


5) reserviata called to perform military exerclees; 
6) reserviatea called to pertodte atlitary service, 


2. The obligation to obtaln permiaston for a temporary atay abroad does not 
pertain to persons liated in Section 1, above who: 


1) crows the border on the baste of personal documenta, for a period of up to 
’ 


/ momthe, or pasaport tnaerta authortatng a one-time border crossing, border 
passes tasued in amall border movements or on the basis of a seaman's card, 


2) travel abroad tn conjunction with the performance of thetr work In shipping 
navigation and land or alr communtcattona, 
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}, The regulation etated tn Section 2, Ltem 1, above pertaina to suldlere 
diacharged ahead of schedule from baale military service with eonditton of 
remaining at the dleposal of the military untt commander, with the provielon 
that the Cemporary atay abroad does not exceed 3 days, 


Para 12.1, The obligation to obtaln peralesion for a temporary atay abroad 
eutabliahes Liself: 


|) for consertpta who ae yet have not been conscripted=-on the flrat day of 
January of the year during which they will complete 19 yeare of age; 


2) for consertpta who already have been conscripted and have been dealgnated 
to perform baste mliitary service, alternate conscript ton service or baste service 
ln clvil defensee-on the day of asatgnment to such service; 


5) tor soldiers diacharged from basic military service, conacripts dlacharged 
from alternate conscription service or from bastc service tn civtl defensen= 
without belng transferred to the reservee-from the day of diacharge; 


4) for etudents and graduates of tnattcutions of higher learning: 


4) called to perform short-term military retraining--from the day of delivery 
of the card calling them to active military duty; 


b) designated to perform long-term military retraining--from the day of 
designation for such retratning, 


5) for reserviate called up to perform military exercises or periodic military 
servicee«from the day of delivery of the card calling them to active military 
service, 


2, Clreumatances described above in Section 1, ttema 2 and 3 and tn Item 4, 


Subitem a), are recorded by appropriate annotations in the military tdentity 
document, 


Para 13.1. Permisaston for a temporary etay ebroad, according to prescribed 
provistons, will be ltasued: 


|) for consertpta referred to tn Para 11. Section 1, Item lewby the bant« 
local offtee of the state adminitatration organ serving their place of permanent 
residence or of temporary reatdence of over 2 montha' duration; 


2) for consertpts, soldiers and atudents (graduates) referred to tn lara Il, 
Section 1, tteme 2-S--by the military recruiting office commander in whose 
records the peraon ta reglatered; 


3) for soldiers discharged from the basic military service ahead of achedule 
with the condition of rematning at the disposal of the military unlit commander 
the commander at whose dlaposal the soldier wae asatgned, 


2, The appropriate authority may refuse to tasue a permit for a temporary 
stay abroad if during the proposed satay there ta acheduled a reporting for 
conscription, call up to active duty or the atart of auch duty, 
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1, Vor soldtera referred to th fection 1, Item |, above the military untt 


commander will taaue a permieaion for a temporary atay abroad only tn partleular 
(aeee, 


Vara i4, In order to obtain a permit for a temporary atay abroad, tntereated 
partion Muet present themaelves, prior to submlanton of an application for a 
paseport or other document, to an appropriate authority aa defined tn Para th, 
fection |, with a confirmation of reporting for regtatration, a military Identity 
document and a callup ecard, tf auch documents were taaued to them, 


‘ 


Chapter 5 
/Obtatning of permite for a change of residence/ 


Vara lo, A woldier dlacharged from baste military service ahead of achedule 
with the condition of remaining at the dleposal of a military untt commander 
in required to obtain euch commander's permission for a change of reatdence 
for a period in excess of 1 daya, 


Para 16, The military untt commander will tasue to the soldier referred to tn 
Para 15 @ permieston using «a atandardtsed form, 


Chapter 6 
/Yuncttona of local of flees of atate admintetration organa/ 


Para l/.1. The baete loeal offtee of the atate admintatration organ to which a 
pergon who te aubject to military regtatration duty has reported changes tn 
dicated tn Para 4, Seetton 1, ttem 1-6 willt 


1) annotate the personal tdentity card of a resident or note in the records 
of persons who have reglatered arrival for a temporary atay of over 2? montha' 
duration, data relevant to the relationship to military obligation of the 
peraon reglater ing thelr arrival (or reglatering departure); 


/) execute an tneert based on regtatration of arrival or a regtetration of 
departure tnt 


a) military tdentity document~-noting a placement or removal from the records 
of a military recruiting of flee; 


b) on the document confirming reporting for reglatration by preconacripta--note 
data relevant to placement of removal from the records of population at the 
bawic local offlee of the atate admintatration organ; 


1) will torward within | daya from the time of report of a reglatration of 
arrival or «a regtatration of departure, a regtatration nottfiteatton an an 
appropriate form 











4) in cage Of « precone etipt of « consertipt who aa yet hae not reported tor 
regietration and hae not been conscripted to the baals local of flee of the 
state admintatration organ, according to the heretofore and wew Cregletered) 
place of pormanent reatdence of temporary residence of over 2 monthea’ durations 


hb) tn cage of precone ripte of cone tiptea we have coported for regtatration but 
ae yet have wot been conscripted to the mliiliary recrulting of flee accordlig 

to the heretofore (Creglatered) place of permanent reatdence of Lemporary realdence 
of over 2 montha’ duratton; 


) in cane of peranne subject Lis «cmp lnaory mile tr, service not omumrated ta 
subltem a) of bb) aboveesto the military recrulting offlee according to the 
heretofore Creglatered) place of permanent realdence or temporary realidence of 
over 2? m the’ durat ton, 


/, The tnwert referred to ta Sectton 1, Liem 2 above will not be executed 
in canen oft 


1) vegtatration of arrival or departure by a peraon who has previously pertormed 
the reglatration duty relative to these changes at the military recrulting office, 
ae 4 consequence of the particular mlittary regtatration duty; 


4) vegletration of arrival of @ reserviet for temporary reatdence of over / 
mnthe’ duration and «a subsequent reglatration of departure form auch reaidence, 


}) reporting of regtatrattona of arrival or departure which have no effect on 
the recorded attachment to a military reerutting office of a baate local office 
of the atate adminiatration organ, 


Vara 18.1. The local baste offtee of the etate adminiatratton organ will contin, 
based on the certiftcatton of reporting for regiatration by preconscripte or 
inserta placed tn military tdentity documenta, If the person who ta reporting 
a regtatration of arrival and who te subject to a military regtiatration duty has: 


1) reported for regiatratton of preconactripta or reported for conacription, If 
the reporting of a change of reatdence hae occurred during the pertod between the 
starting day and the day of completion of the reglatration of conscript ton; 


2) reported @ regtatratton of departure aa required by the general military 
regiatrattion duty; 


1) reported a regiatration of arrival of departure as required by the particular 
military regletration duty, 


d. The offtee reterred to in Seetton 1, above will aleo confirm If a soldier 
whe wae diacharged from baatc military service ahead of achedule with a conditton 
of remaining at the disposal of the military untt commander, and who Le reporting 
a regtetration of arrival or departure, hae obtained permianion for a change of 
residence, 
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) in case of @ tatlure to comply with duttlew deacrihed to aectlone | and ¢ 
above, the baste local offlee of the atate adminiatration organ will counsel 
the interested partion of the necessity of a prior completion of theae dutlea, 
which are @ prerequiaitie to acceptance of reporte of regtatrationa of arrival 
or departure for permanent reatdence or a temporary realdence of over 2 montha’ 
duration, and will taform the appropriate organ about the fallure, 


Para 1%, The baale local offiee of the atate admtatatratton organ to whitch a 
person who ta subject to the general military regletration duty hae reported a 
departure abroad for a temporary atay of over 27 monthea’ duration, and a return 
from auch @tay, will tranemit to the appropriate mllitary recruiting office 

a regletration notification, 


Para 20, The baete local office of the atate admintatration organ will, within 
} days, inform the appropriate offices and military recruiting of fleea which are 
referred to in Para 1/, Beetion 1, Item 1, concerning «a change of a given name, 
last name or regarding 4 death of @ person eubject to the general aliitary 
regiatration duty, 

Chapter / 

/Summary regulattone/ 

Para /\, Thte regulation supersedes the regulation of the Mintatera of Natlonal 
Defense and Internal Affaire dated 1) November 19/4, pertatning to military 
regiatration duty and obtaining of permite for a temporary atay abroad by 
persons subject to such duty CDZ1TRANTE USTAW No 46, Trem 776), 


Para 22, Thie regulation becomes effective on the day of publication, 


WV. Jaruvelabi, Minteter of Nattonal Defense 


4. Yowalcoayk, Mintater of Internal Aftatlin 
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‘TMB POST'S’ MACLERBWICZ TELLS FARMER ORGANIZATION GOALS 
Copenhagen INFORMATION in Danieh 14 Jan 81 p 9 
(article by Vibeke Sperling) 


(Text) “It is not because the farmere are taking advantage of a fashionable 
trend that they are now demanding trade unions,” Adam Macierewics, representa- 
tive of the Polish farmers, telle INFORMATION. He goes on to say! "Polish 
farwere have beon staging strikes or carrying through other actions for years 
because they traditionally are a group that ie being diecriminated againat. 
The authorities have o their attitude toward the farmers, but there ia 
etill « lomg way to go. © iesue at present ia the fundamental issue of 
getting the work as a farmer recognised as a trade with the same rights to 
fore trade unions as the working class." 


Adam Macierewice ie no typical Polish farmer. He was educated at the agri- 
cultural college and farms hie own emall fare of 8 hectares (approximately 20 
acres). "I have applied for another 8 hectares from the state. I have got 
the same problem as numerous others. We sieply do not have enough lend for 
farming to pay,” says Macierewics, who ie active in the organisation of the 
new trade union which since last has been in close touch with the 
workere' trade union "Solidarnoec” (Solidarity). But, ae Macierewict pointe 
out, thie ie not a new sovement among the farmers. The new trade union sove- 
ment originates in the defense committees of the farsere “Placowka" (The Post), 


the neme of which refers to the struggle of Polieh farmers against Germani se- 
tion. 


Contact with Walesa 


"We have had talks with Walesa and other leaders of “Solidarnosc” from the 
atart of their struggle,” eaye Macierewice, who pointe out that both workers 
and farsere have been taking the advice of advisers and been keeping "the 
problem of the farsers somewhat ia the background” until the recognition of 
the trade union of the workers had been secured. “However, in the sain, we 
are working in the same direction o# Walesa's “Solidarnosc"” and, already at 
@ joint seeting on 2) August, it wae clear that we would aleo be forming 
regular trade unions and would be supported by the workers in our efforte. 
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It ie not eo that we shall be taking over the experiences of the workers. 
Polish farmere have a solid background in struggle. We have often carried 
through actions involving stoppages of supplies in connection with our 
demande; we have had many illegal periodicale and newspapers and have, in 
@any locations, had so-called people's universities. These universities 
are parallel to the so-called "floating universities,” wut the people's 
universities deal with the probleme of the farmers theaselves." 


The first big congress of farmers was held on 14 December. At the time, 
600,000 farmers and agricultural laborers were associated with the new 
trade union, “but we now expect our sembership to be around 1 aillion," 
Macierewice eaye. Me adde that the formation «* the trade union does 

not proceed without problems. "There ie, for sample, disagreement as to 
whether independent farmere and farmere employed by the state should be 
organised within the eame trade union." 


Ae of early Auguet, two trade unions were thus formed. One of thes, “the 
trade union of farmers," does not make a distinction between independent 
fareers and farmers employed by the estate, whereas the other one, "the 


trade union of peasants," wanted to safeguard the special problems of the 
independent farwere. 


At the congress in December, it was agreed, however, to work jointly toward 
the legal recognition of all categories of agricultural workers’ right to 
fore trade unions. “We can always split up later on," Macierewics saya. 

He ia an independent farser but eupporte the unity trade union sovement. 

He does thie in order for the authorities not to be provided with an excuse 
for stamping the sovement as a political movement. “In the thirties, 

the poor peasante of Poland constituted a decisive political power with 
effective organisations. The Polish communiste are afraid of this historic 
power. The authorities suet not be given any pretext for evading the issue 
by denouncing ue as a political sovement. In our struggle, we, therefore, 
must concentrate on the broad trade union structures." 


"But the situation of the independent farmers is, of course, very different 
from that of farmers employed on estate fare?” 


"Yes, but we suet first get organised. Later on, we can choose different 
organisational forms. But, in that context, it ie not only the distinction 
between independent and state farmere which is relevant. There are enormously 
big regional and cultural differences. It appeared clearly from the congress 
in Decesber that the farmers’ sovement wants to take the existing differences 
very seriously and demands that the authorities do the same thing." 


Negotiator Positive 


In anewer to the question what was stressed gost at the congress, Macierewicz 
says! “That the authorities be pressured to recognize the present state of 
affaire. A total of 75 percent of the farmers are independent farsers. This 
ie # reality which it would be disastrous to disregard. 
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Macierewics pointe out that the adviser of the Minietry of Agriculture, Siemion, 
stated at the congress that he would “welcome the proposal for reorganization 
of the Polieh agricultural sector" from the farmera. Siemion ie the farmers' 
negotiating link to the government. Macierewicz, however, iw not convinced 

that thie positive attitude ia shared by all circles within the ruling Poliah 
party. “However, we must reject the ready-ande proposals with which the govern- 
went has presented us so far. In anawer to our goat important demands, many 
will repeat the demand for "machine poole.” The farmers, however, know thene 
best for their inefficiency. Without a dialogue with the farmers, it ia not 
possible to find a solution to the problewsa of agriculture." 


Myth of Independent Farmer 


The etat nents made by thie representative of the new Polish farmers' organization 
are forwulated with great care. "For we are not least fighting the myth of the 
independent farmer as the endoteur. People must understand that it ia not the 
legal ownership that ie decisive. Our situation reflects the problems of agri- 
culture in Bastern Europe. The state policy has made the farmers a dis! iked 

clase of society. The prevailing policy has been aiming at extinguishing this 
Class of society by letting the land lie fallow in many places and refusing the 
farmers access to machines. They have given the farmers such emal| lote of land 
that they have not been able to support themselves by it--and we must, of course, 
bear in mind that the policy of parcelling out the land, i.e. distributing 

very omall pieces of land to everybody, was the policy of the Polish party itself 
right after ite seizure of power. Where farmers have given up, they have not 

even been given access to the towns. Most towne have been closed to accems because 
of the syetem according to which one must have employment in order to get a place 
in which to live, and one must have a place in which to live as well as residency 
in order to get work. The farmers have felt condemned to physical extinction." 


The policy pursued by the estate has, traditionally, aleo discriminated against the 
great majority of the farmers in another reapect. "The state funds have primarily 
been channelled to state farms. At the same time, the government has been forcing 
independent farmers to hand over products just in order for them to get fuel or 
other necessities of life. In a primitive feudal manner, they have often been 
demanded to hand over certain products which they have only with great difficulty 
been able to produce. One could go on indefinitely, enumerating examples of the 
disastrous effects on agriculture of the Polish policy of forced industrialization. 
In practice, the farmers have been treated as third-rate citizens. Off and on, 
promises have been made of improvements when the supply situation in the towns 
looked dark. But the government has with lightening speed reversed iteelf after- 
wards. It was like that under Gomulka, and it wae the same thing under Gierik." 


"The farmere have been kept from having any form of influence whatsoever. They 
have been paying taxes in kind as well as money, but till recently they did not 
have any social rights. They had to pay for medical aid themselves and were 
compelled to bring many children into the world in order to secure their old age. 
In many places, the farmers have never heard of things like nursery achools, 
holiday campe for children, etc. They have seen small schools being closed down 
in their villages. The authorities have sought to arrange their affaire purely 
ne means. Is it so strange that we are now demanding trade 
unions 
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"Some of the things have, apparently, been corrected. About 12 onthe ago, 
a national pension echeme was introduced for independent farmers?" 


"That ie true, but it hae aleo brought in ite train such unhappiness because 
the national pension legislation wae expedited at an enormously hasty rate. 
It ie a question of a contributory pension echeme for the farmers. It is a 
question of a very severe extra taxation. In order to obtain thie pension, 
the farmers have to surrender their land to the estate, and most of them are 
thereby forced into old people's homes. We are not against the contributory 
pension echeme, but it ise an enormously rash legislation and it hite many 
unreasonably hard." 


Macierewics estates that he himself paye 15,000 alotye by way of general 

income tax. The average earnings in Poland are around 5,500 slotys per month. 
"If I would have to pay contributory pension tax right away, thie would sean 
the same amount on top of it. An incredible shortcoming of the law ie that it 
does not take into consideration the quality of the land or special local 
conditions. The farmers’ contributory pension is calculated simply on the basis 
of area. 


Below Subsistence Level 


Macierewics, however, ie exempt from paying contributory pension tax for a 
transitional period of 5 years. But it ie only farmers under 55 years of age 
who have thie transitional arrangement before the contributory pension scheme 
takes effect. He goes on to say that the pension,"in most cases, becomes ri- 
diculously emall. The maxieum amount of pension is 6,000 zlotyse per month per 
farm. Pensions are not paid per pereon. The msaxiaus amount can only be paid 
to farme which have provided the state with products to a value of at least 

1 million slotys per year. And that ie in practice impossible for the small 
farms which the majority of the independent farmers have," Macierewicz says. 


The farmers are, however, secured a minimum amount of 1,600 zlotys per fara 

per month. Officially, the Polish authorities, however, work with a subsistence 
level of between 2,000 and 2,500 slotys per month per individual, and the minious 
wage of a workers has been fixed at 2,200 slotys." 


"The pension law thue openly works with the principle that many farmers must 
continue to live below the acknowledged subsistence level. And it is clearly 
children in big peasant families who are hit the hardest." Macierewicz says, 
however, that the very existence of a legislation which takes into consideration 
the old age of farmers is a step forward, “but it is a rash mess in which nobody 
has any real confidence. The farmers aleo ask themselves what will happen to 
their land when they grow old and will be forced to surrender it to the state 

in order to receive any pension payments at all. The present plans are that 

the land will be leased but will remain the property of the state. What this 
means, nobody has taken the trouble to tell the farmers." 


Legal Recognition 


On the prospects of a legal recognition of the trade union of the farmers, which 
aleo uses the name of Solidarity, Macierewicz says! "The most important thing 


62 





that hae happened so far ia that the trade union ie a reality. The 
authorities may try a conspiracy of silence against ue, but the work 

ie going on in most placea in the country.” He goes on to aay that the 
farmere are subject to various forme of malice in an attempt to halt the 
movement. House arreate and lenient arrests take place to keep the 
impression that what is going on ie criminal. 


The union representatives of the farmers are, soreover, not able to express 
themselves through the media. "The censorship maintains the prohibition 
against mentioning our trade union. It simply ie not allowed to exist. 

If journalists should mention our trade union, their remarks will be deleted 
by the censorship. Wo have often asked journaliate why they mention the 
government's proposal of machine pools, etc., when t «) do not mention the 
very complex of problems," says Adam Macierewicz, wo oe visiting Denmark to 
spread the knowledge of the trade union movement of © Polish farmers and 
to investigate the possibilities of support for the » /ement. 


Ae for (he immediate demands of the trade union movement, Macierewics says! 

"We have got to and must be recognised as a direct partner in negotiations if the 
Polish agricultural problema are to be solved. The government has, in reality, 
no coherent policy in that area and will only be able to get it if it really 
makes possible a dialogue with the peasants. We can present a number of de- 
mande and proposals which can contribute to restoring the infrastructure in 

the country. The way things are now, Polish agriculture in many places is 
reminiscent of ethnographical reserves, which may be quite nice to look at for 
touriate, but they are conditions which one cannot offer human beings. We must 
have access to roade, machines, schools for our children, et.." 


Renegotiate Lawes 


“We must renegotiate the pension law and the other scanty and rash legislation 
which the beginning change in the attitude toward the farmers has brought in ite 
train. We must be openly recognized as a trade and as citizens on a line with 
all other citizens." 


"Ie there a basia for cooperation between the Polish United Workers' Party and 
the farmera?" 


"We have stopped thinking about the party. We could not care less. We have got 
party members in our ranks, but ae an organization we expect nothing from the 
party. It has alwaye been like that. It is possible to kick the party a bit, and 
it then yielde a bit, but as you know, it has got no agricultural policy. How- 
ever, we are not aiming at a confrontation. We support the process of democratiza- 
tion to which the party iteelf has agreed. But we demand being an active part 

of it. We naturally aleo understand that the signals, after all, change. Some 
years ago, it was a party line that the farmers were to be butchered. Those 

who might wieh it, at least no longer say so." 


“What are your evaluations of the possibility of an early recognition?" 


“We evaluate it positively and, in thie connection, take our stand on the Helsinki 
accords which, ae ie well-known, clearly treat agriculture as a trade and the 
position of a farmer as a social position. But the most important thing ie that 
we exist and no longer can be halted, and the authorities know this despite all 
their attempte at delay and intimidation. In the last inatance, it ia, of 

course, also a question of the very basis of the Polish People's Republic, 

It is said to be a atate of workers and farmers, We can no longer put up 

with a marriage on a false basis," Adam Macierewicz concludes, 
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ROMANIA 


BRIEFS 


HUNTING PARTY--Bucharest, 14 Feb (AGERPRES)--A hunting party wae organized on 
Saturday, February 14, on behalf of Romania's President Nicolae Ceausescu for the 
heads of diplomatic missions accredited in Bucharest. Participating were loalif 
Banc, Gheorghe Oprea, Stefan Andrei, minieter of foreign affaira, Aurel Duma, 
minister secretary of estate at the Ministry of Foreign Affaire. Heada of diplo- 
matic missions and charges d'affaires ad interim accredited to Romania took part 
in the hunting party. [Text] [AU141932 Bucharest AGERPRES in English 1900 GMT 
14 Feb 81) 


AGREEMENT WITH JOURNALISTS' UNIONS--A cooperation protocol for the 1981-85 pertod 
was signed in Moscow between the Council of Journaliets of the Socialiat Republic 


of Romania and the USSR Union of Journalists. [Text] [AU181332 Buchareat SCINTEIA 
in Romanian 17 Feb 81 p 4] 


cso: 2700 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


NOVEL!) 1, MEMOLRIST SELIMOVIC INTERVIEWED ON ATTITUDES 
Belgrade OMLADINSKE NOVINE in Serbo-Croatian 17 Jan 81 pp 12-1) 
| interview with Mesa Selimovic by Dusan Stankovic: “One's Debt to One's Time") 


[Text] A great writer and member of the academy, the author of 
"Tieine" ([Silencea), “Dervis i Smrt" [The Dervish and Death}, 
"Ivedjava"” |Fortress), and “Ostrvo" [leland), has not uttered a 
word for the preas in more than 5 years. OMLADINSKE NOVINE asked 
him for an interview: he decided to break his silence. 


{Question} When a great writer, who te aleo a member of the academy, “does not ut- 
ter a single word tor the press" for more than 5 years, that is reason enough for 
us to wonder why he maintains this silence? The questions were, of course, put to 
Mesa Selimovic, who consented to anewer them though he has been bedridden with a 
serious tliness for a long time now, 


|Anewer| When an illness like mine confines one to his bed, one reflects a great 
deal (Mesa Selimovic said at the outset of the interview). I am pained a great 
deal by how very little it seema to me I have written, but that is the way things 
were, I atill think, better to say dream, about many subjects, contemporary sub- 
jects especially. There are those who think that I have already made a fair con- 
tribution, but | am not satisfied with that. It was not just the war, but also 
other subsequent obligations which had to do with my late start as a writer. 


{Question} I hope your illness does not prevent you from going beyond reflection 
to give shape to a new literary work. 


{[Anewer) I did begin to write a new novel quite some time ago, but I have not fin- 
ished it, nor am | certain when 1 will finieh it. It is a book with the working 
title "Krug" [Circle]. It is a story from contemporary life. It is something | 
owe to my time. The difficulties are great, since my self-censorship is always 
vigilant. It is not a fear of anyone's condemnation, but my inner desire to avoid 
all pamphleteering and any excessively harsh judgments in what I write. My basic 
idea is this: Can the fighters who survive feel the same elan in peacetime as they 
did in wartime? And the same inner purity? The elan of our revolution was unique 
and pure, without the deposits and blemishes which life brings. The enthusiasm 
and the innocence that lay behind that determination are possible only once in a 
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Lifetime, | know, after all, that good and evil ia always there in men, and that 
one should not expect the impossible of them. But that impossible Ching did occur 
once, what couldn't happen did happen. Thue I fight againat my own pure sentiments 
out Of a desire to pul everything in proper proportion and to achieve plauelibility, 
and 1 see that the job te not easy at all. 


Unpublished "Will" 


[Question] Many people resented your apeaking eincerely about everything in “Sje- 
canja" (Memoire). Did you really say everything in them? 


|Anewer) There were many things | did not say in "Sjecanja."” They have been writ- 
ten, but heve not been published. Moreover, it is interesting to see what hap- 
pened to certain people who lost the ethice we were all againat, but did not ac- 
quire another ethics, And when | achleved success as a writer, I began to get in 
the way of some people. 1 do not know why. Among the many things which have hap- 
pened to me, some have been fateful and tragic. I have felt an obligation to my 
dead to speak the truth. These are my confessions, | would call them my will. And 
my will, the real one, | have also written, but it awaits my death, the “relevant 
moment" to be published. 


[Question) Between your first novel--"Tisine"--and your last--"Ostrvo"--a quarter 
of a century passed. in that time you wrote “Dervis i Sart" and “Tvrdjava,” which 
brought you world fame. Does that mean that you need more time for actual writing? 


[Answer] By and large I wrote all nine of my books which have been published in 
various editions by Sloboda and Otokar Kersovani in the series "Collected Works" in 
a short time span of 15 years. I worked on “Tisine” the longest, about 5 years, 
and perhaps even longer, since | was wrestling with the novel's intractable subject 
matter, style, characters and structure. Before "Tisine" | had written only short 
stories, so that on the average | needed 3 years per book. Like every average, 
this one is arbitrary, since | wrote some books faster and some more slowly. | 
spent the most time on the stories and on the novel “Tisine," and the least on 


“Dervis i Smrt" and "Tvrdjava." I wrote “Dervis ..." in 3 years, and “Tvrdjava" in 
about 2. 


[Question] Yet you had been carrying “Dervis ..." in yourself for a long time.... 


[|Anewer}) That was intensive work, every day, or actually every night, sometimes 
even 12 hours a night. But it was not painful, and it was not difficult for me, 
since | had been carrying “Dervis ..." within myself for all of two decades, and 
nearly every detail in it had been previously touched upon in my thoughts in some 
fashion or another, and at the same time | was involuntarily thinking about 
"Tyrdjava" as well. Sut I did spend a great amount of intellectual and emotional 
energy on those principal works of mine, and I felt quite tired afterward. A 
writer lives the novel which he is writing and long after he finishes it, he thinks 
the thoughts [of his characters]. Recently I learned that one of our writers who 
spent several years writing about the dying of many people began to suffer trom 
fear of death after finishing the book. After “Dervis ..." and "“Tvrdjava" I suf- 
fered from depression and stayed away from people--I had begun to fear them. The 
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bouk we are writing and the characters we are creating acquire an unexpected power 
over use, and that la one of the evile of the atrange work we do, 


Fear of Death 
[\Question) le it dangerous, then, to write such books! 


[Answer] | became seriously t11 in 1971 and | thought that | would not be able to 
write anymore, That encounter with death filled me not with fear, but with sadness 
because of the books not written. IL therefore took advantage of my recovery to 
write “Osatrvo," a proud book after the experience | had had, 1 wrote it very 
quickly, in one summer, mainly while convalescing in Sokobanje, and | had more dil- 
fieulty getting it printed than writing it. It all dragged on for montha, the 
readers’ opinions contained harsh and grave political verdicta, until at length | 


withdrew the manuscript and gave it to Proeveta, which printed the book without any 
objection, 


[Question] It is said that though your action is set in a “time not oure" your 
books are very contemporary, that they are books of our--or better, any--time,.... 


[Anewer}) it ie only our time and only my own contemporaries | am familiar with, 
Whatever | have written about, | have written about their thoughts and feelings, 
and | could not do otherwise, nor does anything else interest me. | have already 
written on several occasions that | deeply believe that people do not change in 
their extatential and easential characteristics over the centuries: thelr love, 
hatred, jealousy, envy, the desire for power and preatige, which La more important 
even than the inatinet for survival, remain the same. It is only social relations 
Wiich change, but not #o essentially and definitively that the pleture of the indi- 
vidual isa unrecognizable whatever the period. How well do we identify with the 
literature of an earlier time--there always remains in a man suffictent tmmutadle 
features #o that a man of any pertod can be identified with. 


[Question) Why, then, did you go back to the past to express your thought about 
your contemporaries? 


[Answer] Simply so that | would be able to move about more easily, so that | would 
not ottend the great sensitivity of my contemporaries, so that | would not burn my- 


selt on the hot porridge of ongoing Lite. What was important to me was the partie- 
ular idea | wanted to express, 


[Question|) What idea was that? 


[Anewer| A general and, | would say, universal idea, one that is valid for yester- 
day, today, and probably for tomorrow as well. One might get the idea from what | 
have said that | am carried away with the idea that my books will survive even in 
the tuture, which would be a pure tllusion, since in literature style and language, 
the pace of the narrative, and structure change rather rapidly, and a literary work 
becomes outdated rather quickly, possibly joining the cultural tradition and boring 
Classes in school, Works of genius are an exception: “Gorski Vijenac" [Mountain 
Wreath), for example, to which this rule does not apply. 








VoweteeMore laportant Than Lite 


[\Queetion| lea the power over people and the power vested in people the principal 
tople and preoccupation of your writing? 


[Anawer|] Life experience more frequently than meditation influences what will be 
the preoccupation and moat trequently recurring theme of a writer's work, My ex» 
perlence has luposed on my attention domination and power as the moat difftieull, 
nowt irequent and overwhelming human charactertatio, Even without Nletsache, of 
whom | have an extremely hiph oploton, - arrived at the conviction that the dealre 
Lo display personal power and preatige te more important and deciatve than even 
certain human tnatinets, Personal power ta a source of power over people, and ol- 
ten a sour ° of many privileges an well, but that ia leas important than proatige. 
| know people who are mortally L11 and who have been ordered by thelr doctors, yet 
they have sacrifieed health and life in order to satay in power, 


| have often sald of power that it te “more tmportant than life,” making a relere 
ence to the title of a Pollah televiaton sertes, Power makes tyrantea of those who 
Wield Lt, aggressive and uneacrupulous people who are insensitive to the troubles of 
others, who are blind to the real probleme of Life, who look cynically upon grieve 
ances and complainta, and who are self-assured because they can in fact do a great 
deal, espectally it the clroeumatances and relations allow them, In this case one 
also gets countless paltroons, who serve ae their army, The honest and open person 
who respects hia honest thought and true values te usually the victim, the vietin 
moat trequently of the paltroon rather than of the people in power. The paltroons 
are the trash of any particular pertod, and all the evils of that world grow on 
that tragh.... 


{Question} And the man who loses his power! 


[Anewer) The man who is atepping down from power by misfortune or his own error, 
though he te very wary of those more powerful than himpel!, ia the most miserable 
creature tn the world, Usually he does not reconcile himel! to hia postition out 
of power, and he becomes a person who walle and begs. Uneuccesaful in this, he be- 
comes a tleree critic and tadeed an enemy of the ayatem to which he swore his loy- 
alty. lt would like to write a novel about a man who has atepped down [rom power 
and thus loat his rateon d'etre, becoming an enemy of all people, which in fact he 
already was, This ta the deepest human fall which one can imagine. That ia why | 
am enthustastic about sell-management, which ts becoming more and more the power of 
all the working people and heralds the end of any sort of personal power, which ta 
a source of evil, tnjuatioe, fear, and all that ta worst from prehiatory right on 
down. 


A Meaning in Love 
{Question| Man te alwaya guilty of something is the message of your “Tvrdjava," 
and that of “Dervie & Smrt" that “every man ia a loser." Do you share the opinion 


expressed by many of the world's great minds that all true art, and therefore all 
true literature, must contain a pessimletic note? 
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[Anewer) The eayling vliven tn “"Dervia ..."°"every wan te oa lower" le actually an 
abbreviated veraton of @ sentence trom the Koran, one part of whleh wae omitted: 
“unless he finde a meaning tn God," Ae an athelat | eliminated that part about God, 
but it wae replaced by the meaning and context of the novel ta which all the oharaee- 
tere long for closeness ae human belongs and love, Thue my true thought would bes 
“Every man te a lower unless he finds a meaning in love," 


(Question) There ia no peselwlem, then, if there ta love’ 


[Anewer|] Kvery book ta a dinagreement between reality and the wilter'a tdeale, 

The wider that gap, the greater the suffering, And te everything really good tn 
thin "beat of all worlda,” aw Voltaire put tt? Pessinion ta a lamentation becaun 
of evil in the world and a sad longing for the good, To be an optimiat tn thie 
world, tn which there te so much mlefortune, would be to eseorm the facta and the 
world's expertence, After humanity's 20 centurles to which optimiow 
have alternated, alter #o many hopes and good wishes, to the end we yot Hither and 
the horrifying concentration camps, It wae said long ago: “lewalmiom ta the trate 
of a good man's bitter experience,.,." 


Art Does Not Suffer Compromise 


{Question} Can art be a rellection of everyday Lite, not to mention day-to-day 
politics, and dare it be? 


[Anewer) What goes on in everyday politicos may be overwhelming for literature and 
for the writer, (Om 1S May 1975 Mladen Oljaca published an article entitled “Lite: 
ature and Kevolution” ta PROSVETNI LIST [EDUCATIONAL NEWSPAPER] tn Sarajevo, where 
he had thin to say: Skender wrote hia poem “Stojanka, Mother From Knesepolje” and 
recited tt to ua while we stood in formation on Vales Mountain, lt wae a call to 
arma, it Wan an appeal, 


Atter the war that same Skender tried a8 a poet to remain an artiot and to serve 
hie party.... The party wae creating the labor cooperatives, at about the tlw 
that Stalin wae crittctzing wa, saying that the kulake were getting atrong ta Yup: 
Hlavia, that there was no soctalian and no soctaliat polley in rural areas: and 
out party decided that ove rmmight it would alao create those labor (ooperative " 
kolkhozes, Thies happened in 1949 and 1950. Comrade Kardel) gave a apeech at a 
party plenum on setting up the labor cooperatives--he called them the rural torm of 
soctalion, and he more or less expected that it would be the dowinant torm of rural 
relations, The peasant was to join voluntarily, and the result would be virtually 
milk and honey.... 


Skhender was at that point trying to promote and atrengthen cooperatives ta the 
novel he was writing. He wrote a 400-page novel, of which he published M0 payes, 
low much asweat, how much trouble, how quch drudgery, how much otrugyle and up 
heaval, how many convulsions in resolving the knotty probleme, We wrote a atudy 
entitled "On the Knot.” He strengthened the labor cooperat.ves, | yoare went by, 
the novel was done, Srpaka Knjitgevna Zadruga (Serbian Literature Cooperative | ay 
nounced in ite publication that tt would publieh it and advertioed thie novel about 
cooperatives, and at that moment Comrade Kardelj dissolved the cooperativest,.. 
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lhe party dectded at that polnt to dlaselve them atnoe they had wot ahown that) they 
could aurvive under our conditions, alnce they were someone elae'a copy which we 
did not want to apply, The peasantea lett the labor cooperatives, some were even 
Overwielwed with joy at the tact, but Skender wae at that moment urytayn them to en 
fer the Cooperative we wheal could be dome with that novel excent te ad! peal 
Which te wheat te did later Dhender lett @ memeape for Uljacai | teee be Cohpro 
Hive a6 ah attlat with day-toeday polley, that te what did me in 


liheation| And what role do you attribute to Literature ta soclety yeaterday, to 
day and lomortow! 


| Anewer | lhe problem of Literature’a role and tunetion ta ae old aa literature it 
weli, hve Vlatoe and Arlatotle powed the cueeationa of whether Literature portrayed 
reality « ite pomsibllity, and they have been repeated dawn through biatory to 
thie very day, - think that tte basle source te reality, but a broader reality 
than the manifested world, a reality enriched with things trom the subconsetous, 
wd ite tole ta to create a new pleture of Life through the tmagination by reahayp 
ing the real world, the freedom of art taposnes upon the artiat a commitment which 
presupposes that the work of art have artlatic, tatellectual, cognitive and moral 
meaning, eince writing, however much freedom there might be, ta not something with 
out ite obligations, Literature'a task ta to tafluence the reader and soclety, to 
make them better and more noble, to ralee them to a higher level, Literature does 
thie above all through tte means of expresaton whereby tt acta [irat on the emo 
tione and suggeate tdentification with the work, An empty and superfictal boob 
that accepta no reapomatbilition hardly hae the right to extat. A work whteh te 
about life and which carries an tdea which can tafluence the reader's aptirit: of can 
emoble him with tte eathettle charactertation, that ta the ideal of a book tor the 
Haxtioun number of people, which meane that it ehould alao be a book of all men, a 
universal book, 


Hevoluttone-A Teat of Conactence 


l‘uestion| To what extent have motives in your personal life, past events and your 
immediate surroundiage tnaplred and encouraged you to write’ 


| Anawer | lt te futile, unecessary and in poor taste to apeak about evente tn la 
writer's] pereoual tite which eerved aa the basta for a literary work, A bit was 
taken trom ay pereomal tite, and yet everything | have written in my personal ox 
perience: eo, nothing te autoblographleal, and everything ta autoblographical, es 
pectally tt | take Lato account not only what | have mysell experienced but also 
what | have drawn trom the subconscious an @ metapaychological source, There te a 
great deal of that, eapectally to my later worka, and | would almost way that It in 
by that ability to tdentify with charactera we have not met and on the basia of our 
own tidden thoughte and teellnge that we can appratee the value of a literary work 
and tie abllity to penetrate the human soul, Of course, experience, life tteell, 
wy own and that of othera, above all my own and then everyone's, ln the moat Linpot 
fant ettmulue for writhing, 


l(uesetion) You announced on one oecaston: “Had | not joined the revolution and 
had | not opposed the war crimtnala, | would never have been able to reapect mysell 
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thereatter,' 
lem! 


What dows It actually mean for a writer to be committed to human 


[An@wer| the year 194) wan @ teat of consclence, The question of commitment to 
the revolut lon wae «a queation of wy entire outlook on life ae well ae a queatton 
of morality and humanity, tad | not done what | did, | truly would not have been 
able to reapect myeell, alnce | would have separated mysell trom the people and 
ite baste aaplrations, 


l'weetion) Why have you often sought taapiration tn old toenltan books such ae the 
loamoue "Ljetople Mula Mustate Keseakije” [Girontcle of the Mullah Mustafa te 
weakijal of even in certain other eventa’ 


[Anewer) Mullah Mustate heoeakija noted down in hie famous lath century chrontele 
of barajevoe the everyday evente in the city on the Miljacka, events that were an 
vital and ordinary ae they were close to our everyday conceptions, ao that | was 
astounded at hie “contemporanetty," | thought that he would be a very eloquent and 
pletureeque Tigure of «4 good man sunburned tn the primeval toresat of evil and good, 
aman who has understanding for both, So Ll to fact atarted the novel with Mullah 
Mustata’e tirat-person narrative, but then the character Ahmed Sabo, unresourcetul 
and imaselve imposed tteell on me, «a good, unmallclous and ordinary man, without 
any wort of marked abilities, aman condemed to amazement in a rather soulless 
world, Thue Sabo became the principal hero, and Mustala a secondary and eplaodt 
thatacter, | took some of the pleturesque evente and charactera trom the Ohrontele, 
though | atylized them, eince It bas an e@excesalively exotic effect, but moat of it 1 
lmaylined, though those remained who have the greatest relevancy, an though they 
were an allusion to our time, but actually they are not, but Iile repeate Iteell, 


| ton't belleve Processes 


l'ueetion)| Who hae tatluenced you, whieh of our own and toretgn writerea do you 
eateem momt/ 


[Anewer| | cannot way that anyone has tatluenced me, though in the huge literature 
| have read there must exlet certain tafluences, but | am not conscloun of them, 

in one'o life a man abeorbe wo much by observation and reading, and then he reworks 
it, «reating new torme and wholes, that he no longer knows what le tie and what 
somone elee'o, | know that my favorite writere in foreign literatures are Dosto 
yevekliy and Thomas Wolle, and Milos Crmjanekt from our own, but none of them could 
have had an tntluence on me, alnace the power of Dostoyevakly and Wolle lies in the 
lntenelity of experience and that of Crnjanekt tn portrayal of atmouphere, and all 
three are oo tnlmitable that they cannot be tollowed without obvious detriment to 
orlylinallity., 


[(ueetion) tow do you see our literature ta comparteon with world Literature, and 
Why don't we have yood novela treating contemporary subject matter’ 


[Anewer) We have a very highly developed and good |iterature today. There are a 
number of exceptional writerea who are not lagging behind those who are well known 
in the world, We can take eapectally great satiataction tn observing that there 
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aie many talented young writere who will talee our literature tu a@ hiwher level 
Ae tu novela treating contemporary eubjecta, probably eome thought ahould te ylven 
tu cdiatance ln time, tu the compleaity ane «yoawmls: Nature of ous ler ver Lenprmernet ,» tu 
thé seneitivity of out comtenmporatles, Whenever there io telerence to our t limes 


l[Yueetion| What do you think about the theeries of cerlaln Weatern phil loaophere 
and theoreticians of literature thal cantemporary art aud tadeed our clyllleation 
are dying! 


| Anewer | i do not belleve itn doomeday prophectes, there have heen tuo many of them 
in tileatory, and they have not been borme out, Varhape the comception of literature 
will change, that io, tndeed, even probable, but | do not eee what radical changes 
might oceuw for wveryth inp tudey to be condemmed to death... 
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